
 

Smooth sailing through the sea of words  
 

In this hands-on workshop, I’ll be exploring why this is problematic and how availability bias leads us to over-emphasise language that is far too often 

both uncommon and not particularly useful when it comes to helping students develop communicative competence in a goal-oriented manner. I will 

then move on to discuss the importance of the examples teachers give (both orally and on the board) of new lexis that they are teaching, and look at 

how an awareness of our own unconscious biases can help us to make better use of dictionaries, exploit classroom texts more rigorously and result 

in better and more focused vocabulary teaching – and learning. 
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