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A

Julia Aliverti & Vicky 
Chionopoulou

Teachers in distress?  Stay calm…  and trust 
classroom culture!

In an era of intense global interaction, maintaining an inclusive learning environment is a universal challenge. This 
session helps educators optimize lessons by familiarizing students with a dynamic, emerging classroom culture. 
Moving beyond standard management, this approach co-creates a shared identity with students. Attendees will 
learn to build a safe space that naturally fosters empathy, intercultural competence, and sustainable engagement 
for all.

Julia Aliverti is an experienced EFL Educator (BA, MEd in TESOL, MA in Philosophy and 
the Arts) working in Greece and abroad.

No Workshop GEN  YL  Teen         

A

Don Allen Stop Teaching English. Start Teaching 
Communication

What if we taught students not just what English means, but what they can do with it? Drawing on public speaking, 
acting and Shakespeare, this practical session explores how teachers can connect more powerfully, use voice and 
body language, and help students communicate with purpose. Discover simple techniques actors use to build 
confidence, encourage participation and give students something worth saying.

Don Allen is a British actor, director and professional communication trainer. A TEDx 
Kazimierz speaker, he has spent 25+ years in theatre, and inspiring young people 
through acting and communication. He trains leaders and professionals in public 
speaking and presentation skills.

No Talk GEN    Teen  UNI    

A

Anna Ayrapetyan Learners’ Attention Span: Strategies to Increase 
it

Many educators observe students distracted by screens or daydreaming in class. This practice-oriented session 
examines research on declining attention spans, including the effects of smartphones, media multitasking, and 
interruptions on learning. Participants will explore evidence-based strategies to improve focus, including the 
Pomodoro technique, gamification, and neuropsychological exercises, and learn how these approaches can be 
applied across diverse educational contexts.

Anna Ayrapetyan is an English language Teacher with over ten years of experience in 
the field. She has presented at multiple conferences. Her professional interests 
include, but are not limited to, technologies in ELT, psychology in learning, 
gamification, and artificial intelligence in education.

No Talk GEN               

B
Christina Bakopoulou Empower Your Adult Learners with Burlington 

English for Academic and Career Success
Burlington English offers a flexible curriculum for learning general and vocational English and provides everything 
teachers need for instruction. It integrates all four skills and features unique speech recognition technology to 
improve users' pronunciation and speaking skills.

I have been involved in the EFL field for 37 years.  I am currently the Managing 
Director for Burlington Books. I have taught everything from Young Learners through 
Proficiency, from adult classes to Business English.

Yes Talk GEN        UNI     BE/ESP

B

Christina Bakopoulou  Teaching (with) Empathy in the EFL classroom. Empathy, the ability to understand feelings, ideas and perspectives other than our own, is the link between 
individuals, the glue that holds relationships together encouraging collaboration and progress.   This session will 
examine the reasons why teaching (with) empathy results in happier, more successful learners and will also provide 
some practical tips and ideas that can be easily adopted to help create the necessary conditions for amazing 
learning and sharing to take place.

Christina Bakopoulou has been involved in the field of EFL for thirty-seven years. She 
has taught a variety of age groups and levels ranging from Young Learners to 
Proficiency. She has conducted teacher training seminars, consulting with teachers 
and school owners on their materials needs.

No Talk GEN  YL  Teen         

B

Marzena Batruch Why You Won't Be Replaced by AI AI can explain grammar, generate exercises, and provide instant feedback. So, should teachers be worried? In this 
talk, we'll confront one of the biggest fears in education: being replaced by AI. We'll explore why the teachers who 
embrace lifelong learning, build meaningful relationships, inspire confidence, and adapt to their students' needs 
have something technology cannot replicate. The future belongs not to those who compete with AI, but to those who 
offer what AI cannot.

Marzena Batruch is an English teacher, teacher trainer, and founder of Master 
Language. Passionate about neurodidactics and human-centered education, she 
helps teachers and learners move beyond language competence toward confidence, 
growth, and meaningful transformation.

No Talk GEN               

B

Emma Beswick Inclusion and Diversity in the Language 
Classroom: Supporting LGBTQ+ Students

All students deserve to feel safe and welcomed in the classroom yet many transgender, non-binary, and gender-
nonconforming students have experienced treatment ranging from hostile and discriminatory to well-meaning but 
uninformed. Based on my master’s thesis at the University of Oxford, this talk aims to present updated research into 
LGBTQ+ students’ experiences in education to provide actionable steps to help teachers/professors adapt to the 
diversity of today’s students.

Emma Beswick graduated from the University of Cambridge with a degree in 
Sociology and the University of Oxford with an MSc in Applied Linguistics for 
Language Teaching. She has taught English for 12 years, first in Vietnam and now in 
Warsaw at the Polish-Japanese IT Academy.

No Talk          UNI      

B
Monika Beszczyńsk-
Rusak & Anna 
Nowotka

Slow Teaching, Deep Learning: Rethinking ELT 
the Finnish Way.

This workshop explores the concept of *slow teaching* and its implications for English Language Teaching (ELT), 
drawing inspiration from the Finnish educational model. In an era characterized by curriculum overload, 
standardized testing, and increasing pressure to achieve measurable outcomes, many teachers seek more 
sustainable and meaningful approaches to language education.

Monika is an experienced English language teacher, teacher trainer, and educational 
enthusiast with a strong interest in innovative and learner-centered approaches to 
language education. 

No Workshop GEN  YL  Teen  UNI      

B

Viola Bielecka Against the odds - Turning Diversity into Strength With a record number of children experiencing educational difficulties, educators are presented with both exciting 
opportunities and new challenges. Universal Design for Learning (UDL) and Differentiated Instruction (DI) offer 
powerful frameworks for supporting all learners while helping teachers respond effectively to classroom diversity. In 
this dynamic session, you will explore practical, classroom-ready strategies that transform challenges into 
meaningful learning opportunities.

EFL teacher, teacher trainer, neurodiversity coach , IATEFL trustee and treasurer, 
IATEFL Poland board member. With over 15 years of experience she is committed to 
making language education engaging, equitable, and effective while addressing the 
diverse needs of learners.

No Workshop GEN               

B
Dimitrios Boglou Ovation:  Navigating an AI-enhanced VR 

application for enhancing an ESAP course for 
software engineering 

This presentation will reflect on all the stages that I took to create a successful ESAP course by embedding an AI-
enhanced VR application called Ovation. Furthermore, the presentation will highlight how to interpret the AI 
analytics from the AI application to enhance students’ professional development, soft skills, and English language 
learning skills.

Dimitrios Boglou is a German and English ESAP tenured teaching personnel for 
Information Technology and Business students at the Language Centre of the CUT. His 
research interests include Educational Technology, and  Extended  Reality and ESAP 
course development.

No Talk GEN     Teen  UNI     BE/ESP

B
Gary Bond How to Integrate AI into English Language 

Teaching and Learning
The aim of this event is to bring together educational leaders to discuss cutting-edge approaches and best practices 
when integrating AI in English Language Learning. 

Gary has global experience providing innovative solutions to enhance teaching and 
learning in ELL classrooms. No Talk GEN               

B
Janina Borowy & 
Sylwia Sękowska

No More Classroom Zombies - How To Avoid 
Classroom Boredom

Do your students sometimes seem to be on another classroom planet? From 'Are we done yet?' to 'Can we play 
again?' - this practical session will show you smart, low-prep ways to bring energy, focus and purpose back into 
lessons through games and engaging activities that solve real classroom problems and support real learning.

Janina Borowy has been part of Early Stage for 15 years, working as a teacher, Head of 
Studies and director. Today, she designs and delivers teacher training programmes, 
with a particular focus on group dynamics, team processes and their impact on 
effective learning.

No Talk GEN               

B
Janina Borowy & 
Dorota Neal

Words That Matter: From Correction to 
Connection

Feedback can motivate, guide, and accelerate learning - or do exactly the opposite. In this practical workshop, we'll 
explore why feedback matters, what makes it effective, and how to avoid common mistakes. You'll leave with simple 
strategies, useful language, and practical tools to make your feedback more meaningful, actionable, and learner-
centred.

Janina Borowy has been part of Early Stage for 15 years, working as a teacher, Head of 
Studies and director. Today, she designs and delivers teacher training programmes, 
with a particular focus on group dynamics, team processes and their impact on 
effective learning.

No Workshop GEN               

B
Ronit Breslaw Making Collocations Stick: Retrieval Practice 

and Contrastive Analysis in EAP
This session presents a research-informed approach to teaching collocations in EAP through form-focused 
instruction, retrieval-based activities, awareness-raising techniques, and strategic L1 use. Drawing on classroom-
based research, it demonstrates how these practices can enhance collocational knowledge and promote more 
frequent and varied use of collocations in L2 writing.

Ronit Breslaw, PhD, is an English educator and researcher whose main interests are 
in SLA and EFL pedagogy. Her research focuses on contrastive analysis, the role of 
learners' L1 in FL instruction, productive vocabulary acquisition, and the 
development of collocational knowledge and use.

No Talk GEN  YL  Teen  UNI     BE/ESP

B

Grażyna Budzińska Beyond the project. Language learning through 
engagement and empathy.

This poster presentation shows how change occurs in language learning through students' engagement in the 
learning process, empathy, and freedom of content choice. An innovative problem-based Foreign Language for 
Specialist Purposes Master's-level course shifts agency to students who actively learn English, developing 
engineering solutions to real-life problems and collaborating with a socio-cultural and economic environment. The 
students' reflections complete the presentation.

Grażyna Budzińska, a tutor at Lodz University of Technology, specializes in active 
learning and language acquisition. With extensive experience in Problem-Based 
Learning, and Design Thinking in Polish and international contexts, she develops 
innovative team-based learning experiences. No Poster GEN        UNI     BE/ESP

B
Małgorzata Bukowska-
Ulatowska

The Magic of a Paper Plate: Creative Activities for 
the Primary English Classroom

Discover how a simple paper plate can become a powerful language-learning tool! In this hands-on workshop, 
participants will explore practical, low-prep activities for introducing and practising vocabulary, grammar, and 
language skills in primary English classrooms. Leave with ready-to-use ideas and inspiration to make language 
learning more active, memorable, and fun.

Małgorzata Bukowska-Ulatowska is a teacher trainer and educational consultant at 
the In-Service Teachers’ Training Centre (PCEN) in Gdańsk, Poland. She is the 
Northern Region representative of IATEFL Poland. Her professional interests include 
empowering teachers and learners.

No Workshop GEN               

C
Juan Carlos Campos The Language Learning GPS: Helping Learners 

Turn Goals into Systems
Many learners want to “speak better” or “be fluent”, but these goals are often too vague to act on. This practical 
session shows teachers how to help learners turn broad goals into clear, brain-friendly systems using psychology, 
habit formation and simple neuroscience. Participants will leave with practical questions and tools to help learners 
build habits, reduce friction and make progress visible.

Juan Carlos Campos is an organizational psychologist, Professional Neurolanguage 
Coach® and licensed teacher trainer based in Lima, Peru. He trains executives and 
language teachers worldwide through Neurolanguage Coaching® and teaches at 
Universidad de San Martín de Porres.

No Workshop GEN        UNI     BE/ESP
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C
Natasha Christofis Giving Language Life: Teaching Speaking Through 

Meaning, Context and Creativity
As language evolves, so do the meanings we attach to words. This plenary explores how learners retain sounds, 
develop intelligible speech, and connect language to emotion, purpose and context. Through practical examples, it 
proposes creative ways to encourage meaningful L2 use, helping learners move beyond producing language to 
communicating with intention.

Natasha Christofis holds a degree in Performing Arts and a Master's in Multicultural 
and Bilingual Education. With experience in ELT and educational publishing, she is 
passionate about fostering creativity, critical thinking, and meaningful learning 
experiences.

No Talk GEN               

C

Natasha Christofis We Speak the Same Language From Shakespeare 
to Tupac: Meaning Across Generations in ELT

In an evolving linguistic landscape, keeping language learning relevant is essential. This interactive workshop 
explores how meaningful connections can boost engagement in the ELT classroom. Through examples from 
Shakespeare, contemporary language, and Tupac Shakur's poetry, participants will discover how universal human 
themes transcend vocabulary and time. Practical activities will demonstrate how creativity, relevance, and learner 
ownership can make language more accessible and meaningful.

Natasha Christofis holds a degree in Performing Arts and a Master's in Multicultural 
and Bilingual Education. With experience in ELT and educational publishing, she is 
passionate about fostering creativity, critical thinking, and meaningful learning 
experiences.

No Workshop GEN     Teen  UNI      

C

Monika Cichmińska Writing That Works - How to Make Teenagers 
Write in Class and Enjoy It

Do your teenage students like writing? Mine do - but it's not love at first sight, but an acquired taste. In this workshop, 
I will share a lot of practical ideas of using writing in secondary school classrooms so that the students enjoy it, and I 
know they are learning - and not just writing, but also thinking and working in pairs. We will practice some of these 
ideas together. 

Monika Cichmińska has been teaching English for over 30 years. She is a university 
teacher, secondary school teacher, teacher trainer and  author of teaching materials.  
In her free time, she likes to read, learn new things, go to the cinema or watch TV 
series. 

No Workshop       Teen  UNI      

C

Sanja Conjagic English Beyond the Classroom: Inspiring the 
Next Generation of Changemakers

This presentation explores how English can empower young people to become active changemakers in their 
communities and beyond. Through examples of local community projects, regional youth initiatives connecting 
participants from different countries, and international programmes in Devon, participants will discover how 
English supports collaboration, intercultural understanding, confidence, and social engagement. 

Sanja Conjagić is a teacher, teacher trainer, and educational manager with over 20 
years of experience. She currently serves as European Manager at SOL, coordinating 
international partnerships, supporting teacher development, and collaborating with 
schools and ELT associations across Europe.

No Talk GEN     Teen  UNI      

C
Alexandra Mihaela 
Covaci

Reframing Assessment: AI as a Critical Peer in 
Academic Writing

Shift from policing AI plagiarism to building critical literacy. This talk reframes AI as a "critical peer" across 5 writing 
stages—from Socratic sparring to revision. Attendees will gain a practical 5-stage matrix and process-oriented 
assessment tasks (prompt logs, reflection tasks) that promote human agency, transparency, and authentic 
academic voice.

Alexandra M. Covaci is an IATEFL LTSIG Content Manager and EAP Assistant at 
Salento University. A Cambridge Examiner with Delta credentials, her work focuses 
on AI-enhanced pedagogy, critical literacy, and digital transformation in ELT.

No Talk          UNI     BE/ESP

C
Virginia Cutchin The Impact of Nutrition on Learning and Memory We all acknowledge that proper nutrition is essential for optimal learning and memory formation, but we often don’t 

know exactly why.  A clear understanding of the impact of a few key areas and nutrients on learning, memory and 
recall can inspire us to play an active role in maximizing their benefits and minimizing their harmful consequences ~ 
for ourselves and our learners.

Focus: Chinese language/culture  * BA/MBA  * Intercultural consultant  * 
Certified/accredited neurolanguage coach® ( English/Mandarin)  * ICF~ACC * 
Certificates: health/wellness, Functional Nutrition & Applied Neuroscience  * Board 
Member, Amer Assn of Natural Wellness Coaches 

No Workshop GEN               

C

Małgorzata 
Czermińska & Sylwia 
Sękowska

Ready, Steady, G…ames! Designing Activities 
That Engage and Teach

We'll explore how to plan and design the right game for the right group, adapt materials to different learning goals, 
and facilitate activities that maximise language production rather than just excitement. Together, we'll look at what 
makes a game truly effective, how to keep all learners engaged, and how to turn playful moments into meaningful 
learning opportunities.
You'll leave with practical ideas for ready-to-use games and plenty of inspiration to make every activity count.

Małgorzata Czermińska (Early Stage) conducts trainings for teachers and creates 
teaching materials for students. She specializes in lesson planning. Her favorite 
methodological topics are: ESL games in teaching grammar and vocabulary and NVC 
approach in teaching children.

No Workshop    YL  Teen         

D
Paulina Danieluk What Three Systems Taught Me About Great ELT: 

USA, Norway & My Classroom
Drawing on 20+ years of experience, this talk explores how international exposure (USA, Norway, Poland) reshapes 
ELT. It highlights differences in feedback, autonomy, and motivation, showing how meaningful feedback, teacher 
enthusiasm, and student co-creation boost engagement. Participants gain practical strategies to create more 
student-centered, motivating learning environments.

Paulina Danieluk is an English lecturer at Lodz University of Technology with 20+ 
years’ experience across all levels. She holds an MA in English Philology and has 
worked as a teacher trainer. Her international experience (USA, Norway) informs her 
focus on student engagement and feedback.

No Talk GEN        UNI      

D

Julie Dean Building Speaking Confidence through Non-
Verbal Communication

Many English Language Learners have the vocabulary to communicate effectively but freeze because of anxiety. This 
workshop shows how non-verbal  practice can bridge that gap. Drawing on experience training healthcare 
professionals in Laos, Julie demonstrates practical activities using body language and vocal intonation. By building 
physical presence, teachers can help students rediscover their confidence, strengthen communication skills, and 
succeed in professional settings.

Julie Dean transitioned from corporate marketing to ELT, earning an MA in TESOL from 
Michigan, USA. A recent U.S. State Department English Language Fellow in Lao PDR, 
she is passionate about innovative language teaching. She thanks IATEFL Poland and 
MITESOL for supporting her journey to Warsaw.

No Workshop GEN     Teen  UNI     BE/ESP

D
Hugh Dellar Myths, magic numbers and language load To pass Cambridge First Certificate, you need a working knowledge of around 4000 words – and to pass CAE, 6000-

7000. Despite this, many teachers worry about overloading students and cling to the idea that ‘you shouldn’t teach 
more than seven new words per lesson’. In this provocative talk, I’ll explore the roots of this myth, explain why it’s 
damaging, and suggest ways forward. 

Hugh Dellar is a teacher, teacher trainer, coursebook writer and the co-founder of the 
online school and training company www.lexicallab.com. He has co-authored two 
multi-level General English series, Outcomes and Innovations. No Talk GEN               

D
Hugh Dellar Sick or Cringe? Unpacking Modern Slang Sick or Cringe? Unpacking Modern Slang is an interactive workshop exploring the fast-changing language of today's 

youth. Participants will decode trending slang, uncover its cultural roots, and examine how social media shapes 
communication. Through exercises, discussion, and real-world examples, they'll discover when slang builds 
connection—and when it misses the mark.

Hugh Dellar is a teacher, teacher trainer, coursebook writer and the co-founder of the 
online school and training company www.lexicallab.com. He has co-authored two 
multi-level General English series, Outcomes and Innovations. No Live GEN     Teen         

D

Marcin Demkowicz Turn your board into an interactive, accessible, 
and intelligent teaching device

Boards remain one of the most commonly used teaching tools. They're also one of the least accessible and 
amenable to modern content needs. ShareTheBoard turns any writing surface into a globally-accessible, interactive, 
and intelligent teaching device, without requiring complex hardware or training. In this session, participants will get 
to see and use the technology first-hand. By the end of the session, all participants will be ShareTheBoard experts!

Marcin Demkowicz has been building software applications for over 20 years. He's 
also a teacher and father of eight (some with learning differences). He developed 
ShareTheBoard: the world's best handwriting detection algorithms, which radically 
improve the accessibility of board-based education.

Yes Workshop GEN     Teen  UNI     BE/ESP

D

Maria Diakou Beyond the Lyrics: Enhancing Language 
Development Through Music and Digital 
Engagement

Songs are a valuable resource for young language learners, providing meaningful repetition, rhythm, and memorable 
input. Combined with digital activities, they can increase engagement, reinforce grammar through contextualised 
repetition, and support vocabulary development through multimodal learning. This approach also promotes a low-
anxiety environment, drawing on the role of positive affect in learning, and encourages participation in mixed-ability 
language classrooms.

Maria Diakou Deputy Head Cyprus Ministry of Education, faculty member at the 
University of Nicosia and Frederick University. She holds an MA in Applied Linguistics 
and a Doctorate in Education. Her research focuses on technology, sustainability, 
and multicultural education. (293 characters) No Workshop GEN               

D

Michael Doherty Who Shapes the Future of Education? 
Democratic Values in the Age of AI

Artificial intelligence is rapidly reshaping education, raising questions about assessment, equity, access and the 
role of teachers. While AI offers new opportunities for learning, its adoption is often presented as inevitable and 
beyond criticism. This presentation explores debates around AI in education, the co-creation of educational tools by 
educators and developers, and how teaching and learning can remain grounded in educational and democratic 
values rather than the demands of technology.

Mike Doherty is an academic teacher at Ignatianum University in Kraków, Poland, and 
IATEFL Poland South Region Representative. With over twenty years' experience 
across primary, secondary, tertiary and adult education, he teaches English language, 
academic skills and culture.

No Talk GEN               

D

Sylvie Doláková Songs. Gap filling? No, thanks! We introduce fresh and creative ways to work with songs in lessons – beyond the usual gap-filling tasks. A range of 
techniques develops listening skills, language awareness, and active involvement. Connect music with movement, 
rhythm, drama, and meaning, vocabulary practice, pronunciation, grammar, and spontaneous communication. We 
offer ideas for adapting activities to different age groups and levels. Expect practical demonstrations and inspiration 
for making songs a lively part of lessons. 

Teacher trainer working with children aged 3 – 15. She specialises in teaching English 
through art and stories, publishes books. She presents at conferences, worked as an 
ELT consultant (NILE, British Council etc.). Publishing in TEYLT Worldwide, PronSIG 
Speak Out! and IATEFL Voices.

No Workshop    YL  Teen         

D

Paulina Dolęga Curiosity Didn’t Kill the Cat Curiosity drives exploration, discovery, and learning. It also shapes attention, motivation, and memory—three key 
ingredients of successful learning. Drawing on findings from cognitive science and educational psychology, this 
session explores practical ways of using curiosity to increase engagement, support deeper learning, and make new 
knowledge stick. Examples and activities will focus on teenagers, young adults, and adult learners.

Paulina Dolęga is a teacher trainer, conference speaker, materials writer, and 
educational entrepreneur. Since 2012, she has been teaching English to teenagers 
and adults in a variety of educational contexts. She lectures at Kielce University of 
Technology and Vistula University.

No Workshop GEN     Teen  UNI      
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F

Marta Figura-
Wasielewska

Beyond Bricks: Building Language, Confidence 
and Inclusion with LEGO

How can a box of LEGO bricks transform language learning? This interactive workshop explores how LEGO can 
support communication, creativity and meaningful language use while creating inclusive learning environments. 
Participants will experience activities that develop vocabulary, speaking and storytelling skills through hands-on 
learning. Special attention will be given to supporting neurodivergent learners through structure, choice, movement 
and visual thinking.

Marta Figura-Wasielewska is an English teacher, teacher trainer and founder of 
Anglify. She specialises in neurodiversity-friendly language teaching, multisensory 
learning and creative classroom practice. She regularly presents practical workshops 
for teachers in Poland and abroad.

No Workshop GEN  YL  Teen         

F

Marta Figura-
Wasielewska

More Than a Song: Using Music, Rhythm and 
YouTube to Support Language Learning for All

Music can be far more than a classroom filler. In this practical workshop, participants will explore how songs, 
YouTube resources, ukulele, Boomwhackers, and other instruments can support vocabulary, pronunciation, 
speaking and listening skills across different age groups and proficiency levels. The session will demonstrate 
multisensory, movement-based activities that foster engagement, confidence and inclusion, particularly for 
neurodivergent learners. No musical background required.

Marta Figura-Wasielewska is an English teacher, teacher trainer and founder of 
Anglify. She specialises in neurodiversity-friendly language teaching, multisensory 
learning and creative classroom practice. She regularly presents practical workshops 
for teachers in Poland and abroad.

No Workshop GEN  YL  Teen         

F
David Fisher I Love My Phone I Love My Phone is an interactive theatre show from the repertoire of The Bear Educational Theatre. It looks at how 

smartphones, video games and social media affect our lives today. Students have given it great feedback for being 
fun and relatable.

The Bear Educational Theatre in Prague is the leading educational English theatre in 
the region. Their popular shows combine entertainment with sound teaching 
methodology.

Yes Workshop GEN               

F

David Fisher Using Silence in the Classroom Teachers need to cover a lot of material and it is tempting for them to cram as much information and as many 
exercises into their lessons as possible. However, just as a well-designed poster will have patches of empty space, 
so a lesson can benefit from moments of silence. This session looks at some of the times that silence  plays a useful 
role in the teaching process. It also introduces some activities that teachers can use to bring creative silence into 
their lessons.

David Fisher is the director of The Bear Educational Theatre, Prague. He specializes in 
applying lessons taken from the world of entertainment to classroom teaching. 

No Workshop GEN     Teen         

F

Przemyslaw 
Frankowski & Sławosz 
Kwinta

The Bot's Golden Cage: Reclaiming Student 
Authenticity in the Age of AI

Tired of perfectly smooth, soulless essays? Join our practical panel to tackle the generative AI challenge in ELT. We 
will move beyond theory and engage in a "blind test" to spot AI-generated texts. You'll learn how to "AI-proof" your 
assignments, ensuring they demand critical thinking, and discover strategies to shift grading from the final product 
to the writing process. Reclaim your students' authentic voices without losing your mind!

Przemek Frankowski. A happy English teacher with a passion for nurturing 
confidence, creativity, and communication in the classroom. With a focus on soft 
skills, he tries to help learners grow not just as language users, but as expressive 
individuals.

No Workshop GEN     Teen  UNI     BE/ESP

F

Evan Frendo Ready or Not: How LIFOW is Transforming 
Language Teaching

As digital tools reshape workplace communication, language learning is shifting — whether we're ready or not. This 
talk examines how Learning in the Flow of Work (LIFOW) is redefining the teacher's role, moving us from course 
architect to facilitator of adaptive, situated learning. Drawing on real-world corporate examples, it unpacks what 
this shift means in practice. You'll leave with fresh insights into what companies are doing globally, and practical 
ideas for more agile teaching.

Evan has over thirty years' experience in corporate language training, spanning 
teaching, teacher training, publishing, and consulting. A regular speaker at 
international conferences, he has worked with leading ESP providers and ELT 
publishers worldwide. Visit www.e4b.de for more information.

No Talk GEN        UNI     BE/ESP

F
Jana Ftacnik 
Pastorkova

Things I Wish I’d Known on My Bilingual 
Parenting Journey

Bilingual parenting is a natural choice for families where one or both parents are native speakers. But what about 
families where the parents’ dominant language is different? Based on a case study of my own family, this talk 
explores the realities of non-native bilingual parenting, including everyday challenges, lessons learned, and what 
happens when a family’s language policy becomes inconsistent. 

Jana studied management and education and currently works as a secondary school 
teacher in Slovakia. As a TESOL certified teacher, she has taught English in diverse 
contexts – from kindergarten and university, in India, Iceland and Canada. For the 
past 3 years, she has served as Chair of SCELT. 

No Talk GEN               

G

Bulgeis Gajieva Teacher as Mediator: Supporting Emotional 
Wellbeing in Inclusive ELT Classrooms

Inclusive ELT classrooms bring together learners with diverse linguistic, emotional and learning needs, yet wellbeing 
is often overlooked. This interactive paper explores the teacher’s role as a mediator supporting wellbeing and 
language learning. Drawing on inclusive education, social-emotional learning and communicative teaching, it 
examines how classroom language, feedback and interaction affect participation and offers strategies for creating 
psychologically safe, inclusive classrooms.

Bulgeis Gajieva is an English language educator with over 12 years of experience. An 
OPEN Program alumna, she specialises in inclusive ELT, IELTS and TOEFL 
preparation. Her work focuses on supporting learners with diverse needs and creating 
emotionally safe, engaging classrooms.

No Talk    YL  Teen  UNI      

G
Magdalena Gałaj The Curious Classroom: Fostering Autonomy 

through Inquiry and Reflective Journals
How do we shift our students from passive consumers to active investigators? In this hands-on workshop, we will 
dive into the practical application of Inquiry-Based Learning (IBL). You will experience how to design inquiry-driven 
tasks and seamlessly integrate reflective journals into the process. Walk away with ready-to-use frameworks that 
promote critical thinking, deep reflection, and deeper language engagement.

President of IATEFL Poland, language teacher and Deputy Director for Development at 
the Language Centre of Lodz University of Technology. Her interests include AI in ELT, 
educational technology, learner autonomy, and teacher development. Teacher 
trainer, materials writer, and event organiser.

No Workshop GEN     Teen  UNI      

G

Alicja Gałązka No Teacher Thrives Alone From Individual 
Resilience to Collective Flourishing in ELT

Resilience is often viewed as an individual capacity, yet teachers thrive through connection as much as personal 
strengths. Drawing on positive psychology and social-ecological resilience, this session explores how professional 
communities foster well-being, collaboration, and sustainable resilience. Participants will gain research-informed 
insights and practical strategies for creating school cultures where resilience is a shared, rather than individual, 
achievement.

Professor at the University of Silesia, psychologist, psychotherapist, linguist, and 
Trinity College London Regional Adviser. International speaker and author of 400+ 
publications, specialising in teacher well-being, resilience, transferable skills, and 
Process Drama.

No Talk GEN               

G
Teodora Genova The Connection Between Audiobooks For 

Learning A Foreign Language And Artificial 
Intelligence

This talk aims to present the capabilities of artificial intelligence (AI) in the creation
of audiobooks and how the production of audiobooks is changing with the help of new
technologies in the face of AI. A short example of creating a sound file generated by AI
using Text to Speech technology is given to illustrate the potential of AI in the field. 

Teodora Genova is a lecturer of English language at  ULSIT. She holds a doctoral 
degree in Comparative and International Education and a Master's degree in English 
and Bulgarian Philology. No Poster          UNI      

G

Valeri Gogaladze The Feedback Loop: Effective Writing 
Assessment to Make Feedback more Student-
Centered

The traditional "red pen" approach to assessing writing is unsustainable for teachers and often ignored by students. 
This poster explores strategies to improve assessment by moving away from exhaustive corrections. By employing 
selective feedback techniques, implementing peer assessment rubrics, and using Google Docs with coded feedback 
cycles, teachers can make assessment more student-centered. The poster will look at specific examples and tools 
teachers can use in their daily practice.

Based in Rustavi, Georgia, I am a DELTA and CELTA-certified teacher and teacher 
trainer. I train teachers at private language schools and currently serve as the 
academic director and advisor for the city's leading language center. I also have 
extensive experience teaching exam classes.

No Poster GEN               

G
Lonny Leon Gold Spook Management: Teaching English like an 

Undercover Spy
This workshop on Spook Management should be great fun and show teachers how to work unseen, bringing about 
amazing changes but never getting caught red-handed. We will alter perception, develop intuition and do amazing 
things better never witnessed!
  

Lonny hated school with a passion… and went into education with a vengeance. 
Originally Canadian, Lonny has been at the core of Suggestopedia since 1978. 

No Workshop GEN  YL  Teen  UNI      

G

Christopher Graham Between the devil and the deep blue sea. AI, ELT, 
and Sustainability. A few thoughts from a sceptic

Two of the most common buzzwords in ELT at the moment are ‘AI’ and  ‘sustainability’. A bad combination. This talk 
will explore the challenges and possible benefits that AI might present, as part of the process of embedding some 
elements of the sustainability debate into ELT classroom content and practices. The conclusions will attempt to 
clarify the dilemmas that if we don’t already have in mind, we probably should, when using AI in sustainability 
education in our ELT classrooms.

Christopher Graham is an award-winning ELT and Education for Sustainable 
Development consultant and author. He is President of IATEFL and chairs the Board of 
Trustees, and also sits on the Board of Trustees of International House, London. No Talk GEN               

G

Holly Hanson Guvenli Making Content Click and Stick: Strategic Code-
Switching in CLIL Reading Texts

In CLIL lessons, complex academic texts create high cognitive load in multilingual classrooms. Strategic intra-
sentential code-switching bridges L2 competence gaps, lowers anxiety, and focuses attention (Salig et al., 2026; 
Seals et al., 2020). This session shows how code-switched input reduces cognitive load to aid content 
comprehension, retention, and better student output. Participants analyze sample materials and leave with 
practical strategies to design effective CLIL reading tasks.

Holly Hanson Güvenli, former Director of Studies at IH La Spezia, has 30 years of ELT 
experience across Turkey, Italy, the US, and UK. A CLIL and materials design 
specialist, she won the 2026 IATEFL MaWSIG scholarship for pedagogical 
translanguaging. She currently teaches for IH Yangon-Mandalay.

No Talk GEN  YL  Teen  UNI  MW  BE/ESP

H

Beata Hałas Let’s pair up – hands-on ideas for your classroom The workshop is designed for teachers working with children and teenagers at different proficiency levels. 
Participants will explore ready-to-use pair work activities, effective classroom management strategies, and 
practical monitoring and feedback techniques. The session will provide ideas for increasing learner confidence, 
autonomy, and engagement, while helping teachers improve classroom interaction and dynamics. Participants will 
leave with a toolkit of communicative activities.

Beata Hałas is the founder and Methodology Director of Szkoła Języka Angielskiego 
Noise! in Kwidzyn, Poland. She is a Lesson Supervisor appointed by Edu Bears, a 
Cambridge English Qualifications Speaking Examiner, a member of IATEFL Poland.

No Workshop    YL  Teen         
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H

Jeremy Harmer Storytelling: not just about telling stories - or is 
it?

Educators celebrate the power of stories for learning for a variety of reasons, both profound and technical. To start 
with there is the sheer engagement that a good story can provoke. But do they promote language learning at the 
same time or is something more important going on? Perhaps it’s a bit of both. This talk will demonstrate ways of 
using stories and the reasons for doing this. Come prepared to be your own narrators too.

Jeremy Harmer is a writer, teacher, trainer and consultant. Among his books are The 
practice of English language teaching and How tomteach English (Pearson), Story-
based language teaching and Jetstream (Helbling) and 50 Communicative activities 
(Cambridge)

No Workshop GEN               

H

Jeremy Harmer Of elephants and centaurs: staying human in the 
tech bros’ world

Why have American university students started booing people when they give commencement speeches? What IS it 
about AI that has everyone so spooked? What about EFL teachers? How spooked should WE be? Well, according to 
Steve Wozniak  we’ve all got AI: ACTUAL intelligence. This talk will address how to use that kind of AI to create the 
human touch, to challenge AI, to make AI work for us, to stop at the traffic lights, and to develop our critical thinking 
skills.

Jeremy Harmer is a writer, teacher, trainer and consultant.  Among his books are The 
practice of English language teaching and How to tech English (Pearson), Story-based 
language teachingand Jetsream (Helbling) and 50 communicate activities 
(Cambridge) Outside ELT 

No Talk GEN               

H

Jon Hird Non-standard grammar - or just plain wrong? Non-standard grammar is a loose but useful term for those forms and usages that are considered technically 
incorrect, but which are so commonplace that we perhaps need to consider them as an acceptable alternative – or 
not. This interactive session explores a few such examples and considers how describing a form or usage as non-
standard can be a tidy and concise way of explaining something that otherwise might be vague and incomplete. It is 
a notion that learners tend to be happy to embrace.  

Jon Hird is a teacher, teacher trainer and ELT materials writer based in Oxford, UK. He 
teaches at the University of Oxford and frequently gives teacher-training talks and 
workshops in the UK and overseas. Among his most recent publications, is 'Spoken 
Grammar' by Pavilion ELT.

No Talk GEN     Teen  UNI     BE/ESP

H

Catherine Hollings Teaching for Tomorrow: Future-Ready Skills in 
the English Classroom

In a rapidly evolving world, language teachers must do more than teach grammar and vocabulary – we must also 
prepare learners for their futures. But what does it mean to be “future-ready”, what are “future-ready skills” and how 
can we meaningfully integrate these skills into lessons? In this session we’ll answer these questions, showing how 
we can help shape learners who are not just proficient in English, but prepared for the world of work in a globalised 
society.

Catherine is a dedicated educator and languages enthusiast with over 20 years of 
experience in the field of ELT: firstly, as a teacher and Cambridge Speaking Examiner 
and later as an ELT Consultant for National Geographic Learning in Spain and 
Portugal. Since joining the company’s Teacher Training team in 2024, she has 
presented and run workshops throughout Europe and the Middle East empowering 
teachers to make language learning more relevant and motivating.

Yes Workshop GEN  YL  Teen  UNI    BE/ESP

H

Peter Holly How to change the world right now - one lesson 
at a time

This workshop will focus on ‘green’ issues, why they are absolutely critical for our learners, and how we can 
incorporate activities on sustainability easily into ELT.  Global environmental crises affect everything in our lives - 
and with increasing governmental & corporate pushback against SDG targets, it is critical that we focus on this 
topic. What can we do specifically – right now-  in our classrooms ? What should our objectives be ? This session 
aims to provide answers and a way forwards.

Peter Holly has over 40 years of ELT experience globally with the British Council, 
Ministries of Education, & several publishers. Now working as a freelancer based in 
Hungary, he is passionate about including environmental issues in ELT, and has 
delivered workshops & plenaries in over 20 countries.

No Workshop GEN  YL  Teen  UNI     BE/ESP

H

Rob Howard AI Can Speak a Language—But Can It Help You 
Learn One?

Artificial intelligence can translate, explain grammar, generate essays, and even hold conversations in almost any 
language. But one thing it cannot do is learn a language for you. This talk explores why genuine language acquisition 
still depends on the learner's own engagement, practice, and meaningful communication. While AI can be a 
powerful assistant, it cannot replace the cognitive effort required to build lasting linguistic competence. The session 
offers insights for teachers.

Rob Howard is the IATEFL LTSIG coordinator, former IATEFL Poland president and past 
Joint Coordinator and Web and Online Coordinator of the IATEFL BESIG. He is a 
teacher, writer and worldwide speaker and trainer for Business English, 
Entrepreneurship, Teacher Development, EdTech, and online. 

No Talk GEN  YL  Teen  UNI     BE/ESP

H

Judith Hudson Flipped Input, Deeper Learning: A New Model for 
Intensive Teacher Training

Short teacher training courses are often criticized for being stressful and slow to reflect learning research. Since 
2019, we have explored a flipped model that moves input sessions to home activities, freeing course time for 
collaborative lesson planning. This approach improves buy-in, reduces stress, supports transfer, and limits inert 
knowledge. We will briefly examine the outcomes of these changes.

Judith Hudson, MAppl.Ling (TESOL) experienced English teacher, CELTA Tutor and 
Assessor working in a wide range of countries and contexts. She has spoken at 
international conferences on different ways of developing teacher education. No Talk GEN               

H
Tracy Huntingford Burlington VTest Diagnostic & Burlington VTest 

for Schools: the future of testing is here!
Burlington VTest Diagnostic and VTest for Schools are powerful educational tools that use state-of-the-art adaptive 
technology to assess language skills in a motivating way.  They provide personalised feedback to enable teachers to 
identify students' strengths, measure progress and set goals.

I have worked in ELT in Greece since 1991, as a teacher, writer, editor, and teacher 
trainer.  I am currently Editorial Manager for Burlington Books.  I hold a BA in Drama 
and English and an MA in English Literature.  

Yes Talk GEN  YL  Teen  UNI      

H

Tracy Huntingford Skibidi, aura farming, upskilling…and more! 
Exploring some practical applications of ‘new’ 
words in the classroom

New words are entering the English language all the time and usage is constantly shifting. How can we stay up-to-
date? In this workshop we will delve into why and how English is changing. Participants will try out several activities 
that can be used in the classroom to explore ‘new’ words and meanings. These are designed not only to boost 
vocabulary knowledge and understanding of idiom and register, but also to promote meaningful communication.

I have worked in ELT since 1991, as a teacher, writer, editor and trainer. I am currently 
Editorial Manager for Burlington Books. My main ELT interests are language change 
and teaching teens, but above all materials writing with real teachers and real 
classroom needs in mind.

No Workshop GEN     Teen  UNI      

H

Katarzyna Hylińska Beyond Methods: The Hidden Power of Teacher 
Transformation

We will explore how existing expertise may become the foundation for coaching competence. Becoming a language 
coach is not about discarding the past but embracing an expanded identity: one that honors the educator they were, 
the professional they are, and the coach they are becoming. Through guided exercises attendees will discover the 
shift from instructing to accompanying, the power of questions over answers, and how awareness of their own 
teaching patterns transforms learner autonomy. 

Katarzyna is a coach, trainer, and pioneer of NeuroLanguage Coaching in Poland. She 
leads the Language Coaching Certification program, guiding hundreds of educators 
through neuroscience-based transformation since 2018. Her research on teacher-to-
coach evolution is the first of its kind globally.

No Workshop GEN        UNI     BE/ESP

J
Hashem Adnan Jasem English for Football Players Four non-native English speaking (NNES) football players were asked about their experience of learning English in a 

qualitative case study to look at how their language proficiency helped the players to cope and adapt in England. The 
football players draw on various resources for learning, including formal and informal situations.

Hashem Adnan works as an ELT Supervisor at Ministry of Education in Kuwait. He is a 
Master’s degree holder in TESOL from University of Brighton, UK.

No Talk GEN  YL  Teen  UNI     BE/ESP

J
Mateusz Jekiel Agentic AI Learning Design: Building Pearson's AI-

Powered Communication Coach
How is AI reshaping the way we design learning? In this talk we look under the hood of some of Pearson's latest AI-
powered learning experiences, including Communication Coach. We share what AI agentic design means for ELT 
and how we orchestrate AI agents to generate learning that can't be pre-written – live, personalised and 
benchmarked against the Global Scale of English – where humans stay essential.

Mateusz Jekiel is a learning designer driving AI-powered innovation at Pearson. With a 
doctorate in English linguistics from Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań and years 
of hands-on ELT experience, he builds agentic AI workflows to deliver new language 
learning solutions.

Yes Talk GEN        UNI     BE/ESP

J
Thom Jones Ten things that will ABSOLUTELY  work in your 

class tomorrow
This will be an energetic run through of activities, hacks, tips and ideas that will spice up your classes and help to 
motivate you and (some!) of your students.  We’ll gallop through useful, concrete actual things anyone can do, in 
any class, to make it impact more AND to make sure you enjoy yourself. 

Thom Jones is a college Principal for Dukes, he presents and trains around the world 
on a variety of topics. He once cycled to Türkiye from the U.K. he is Ambassador Of 
Buzz for Express Publishing and a trainer for SOL Sharing one Language.  
His mother thinks he is great. 

No Workshop GEN               

J

Thom Jones What now? Contact, connection and 
communication: The Future

In world of change, where updates of a world in flames are constantly pumped into our cortex….as a teacher (or 
student) it’s easy to throw your hands in the air and say: ‘what now?!’  Education can feel stale, irrelevant and 
useless. How will people communicate? What skills will our student's need? In a world where we increasingly 
observe, rather than participate…what can we pass on that matters? We’ll ask a clever room a lot of questions. Bring 
your own clever.  

Thom Jones is a college Principal for Dukes, he presents and trains around the world 
on a variety of topics. He once cycled to Türkiye from the U.K. he is Ambassador Of 
Buzz for Express Publishing and a trainer for SOL Sharing one Language.  
His mother thinks he is great. 

No Talk GEN               

K
Eftychis Kantarakis The A.I.-KEA Effect and Socratic Wisdom This presentation explores the “A.I.-KEA Effect”: how AI-supported creation increases learner confidence without 

always developing genuine competence. Combining the IKEA effect with Socratic concerns about outsourced 
thinking, it examines the balance between AI support, perseverance, retrieval, and independent language use, 
offering practical frameworks for meaningful AI integration in ELT.

Eftychis Kantarakis is the International Academic Manager at Express Publishing with 
over 25 years’ experience in ELT. He holds a DELTA and an MBA, and is the current 
event coordinator of the IATEFL LTSIG. He is interested in educational technology, 
teacher development, and learner-centred pedagogy.

No Talk GEN  YL  Teen  UNI     BE/ESP

K

Kashmir Kaur Decolonising EAP: Beyond Checklists towards 
Changemaking Practice

As learners move through higher education and into professional contexts, academic English can shape confidence, 
participation and opportunity. This talk explores decoloniality in EAP not as a slogan or checklist, but as a way of 
asking whose English, knowledge and voices are legitimised. Drawing on questionnaire, interview and focus group 
data, it considers small shifts in teaching, feedback and academic communication that support voice, multilingual 
identities and changemaking practice.

Kashmir Kaur is Associate Professor of English for Academic Purposes at the 
University of Leeds. Her work focuses on critical EAP, decoloniality, academic 
communication, dialogic feedback, multilingualism and inclusive higher education. No Talk          UNI     BE/ESP
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K

Vilda Kiaunyte Beyond Words: The English Classroom as a 
Thinking Space

In an English classroom learning materials can be connected to various human experiences and different 
perspectives. Drawing inspiration from IB Learner Profile attributes, the presentation will demonstrate how English 
teachers can nurture such students‘ qualities as inquirer, thinker and risk-taker while developing students' language 
proficiency. This presentation will explore practical ways of fostering critical and creative thinking through a variety 
of authentic texts, articles and videos.

Vilda Kiaunyte is an English, IB DP TOK and CAS teacher in Jonas Jablonskis 
Gymnasium, Kaunas, Lithuania. As a board member of Lithuanian Association of 
Teachers of English as a Foreign Language (LAKMA) and a member of IATEFL, she is a 
frequent speaker in various English teachers conferences.

No Talk GEN     Teen         

K

Czesław Kiński The Great (Un)Known: A Shared Struggle in the 
Modern Language Classroom

Here’s a common complaint: an increasing number of students seem to be suffering from X. But what if I told you the 
mirror reflects both ways? Students report that their teachers are also suffering from X – and while they’ll easily 
forgive a strict grading system or a lengthy grammar explanation, they refuse to forgive X. In my session, we’ll touch 
on the root causes of X, keeping the core of this session highly practical. Let’s meet to reflect on our practices and 
discover what X actually is.

Czesław Kiński is an academic teacher and researcher, holding a PhD in English & 
Linguistics, training teachers and doing research into the role of emotions in language 
learning. With three decades of experience, he’s never satisfied with his work and is 
always on the lookout for something new.

No Talk GEN     Teen  UNI      

K

Aleksandra Kledzik Teaching Advanced Learners: Between a 
Blessing and a Curse

Teaching advanced learners of English can be both deeply rewarding and unexpectedly demanding. Working with 
students at the C+ levels allows for all range of activities. However, it often comes with high expectations and a 
significant workload related to lesson preparation. This talk discusses how to design effective C1–C2 courses 
aligned with CEFR descriptors. We will explore using different tools to support learner progress while keeping course 
design efficient.

English and Spanish teacher, mainly to adult learners. Worked as an in-house English 
trainer in several different companies.  An eager participant in methodology 
discussions both online and in real life. No Workshop GEN              BE/ESP

K
Ben Knight Pedagogy: Science, Art—or Both? Teaching rarely maximises all aspects of good pedagogy at once. This talk explores the Oxford Principles of 

Language Learning as a practical framework for balancing competing priorities across lessons. While grounded in 
research, effective teaching requires informed artistry in application. Participants will see how to use the principles 
to evaluate and refine activities, identifying strengths and gaps to improve learning over time.

Ben Knight is Head of Pedagogy Research at Oxford University Press.  He is 
responsible for ensuring a clear research-informed pedagogical approach 
underpinning Oxford ELT courses and learning materials.  He has worked in schools, 
universities and the British Council, in Asia, Africa and Europe.

No Talk GEN               

K

Ania Kolbuszewska The labyrinth of teaching The body of research on learning is growing. Yet, in 2026 I still see language, not learners, being taught, and infinitely 
complex language reduced to a finite set of items. I’m upset that WHAT rather than WHO we teach could be key; 
angry that teachers are stopped from following research. In this talk I offer a personal perspective on teaching. We'll 
look at teaching and learners through a different lens, and examine ways to ensure our energy is not drained by 
navigating the teaching labyrinth.

Ania Kolbuszewska has worked internationally as a teacher, trainer, manager and 
educational consultant for over 35 years. She is also a certified mediator and offers 
conflict management training within and outside education. No Talk GEN               

K

Yuliia Kolos AI as a Catalyst, Not a Crutch: Human-Centric 
Frameworks for Professional Communication

Practice-based research on AI integration in professional communication coaching reveals a three-step framework 
for preserving human agency: Conscious Inquiries (strategic prompting), Active Evaluation (questioning AI outputs), 
and Pressure Simulation (speaking without AI). Through work with senior professionals in Ukraine, I observed that 
within 4–6 weeks, clients transitioned from AI-dependency to autonomous communicative ownership. 

International Speaking Examiner and CELTA-certified coach. Works with senior 
professionals and tech teams on global communication. Expertise: AI integration, 
professional speaking, and corporate language audits. Featured speaker at English 
Boost 2025 and consultant at Women Career Day.

No Talk GEN              BE/ESP

K

Karolina Kotorowicz-
Jasińska

The Real Changemakers: Timeless ELT Principles 
in a World of Constant Change

As language education evolves alongside new technologies and methodologies, it is easy to overlook the classroom 
practices that have consistently made the greatest impact. This session argues that meaningful learning is driven 
not by novelty alone but by several enduring ELT principles. Participants will rediscover strategies that help learners 
stay motivated, engaged, and successful in a rapidly changing world.

Karolina is a teacher, teacher trainer, and coursebook author with a PhD in Applied 
Linguistics. She has led methodology courses, designed ELT materials for primary 
and secondary learners, and delivered teacher training internationally. She currently 
works as a methodology consultant

No Talk GEN     Teen  UNI      

K

Anna Kowalska Beyond Expectations: Connecting the Pygmalion 
Effect with Quantum Reality in Education

The Pygmalion Effect shows that teacher expectations act as a self-fulfilling prophecy for student success. While 
traditionally viewed as a psychological phenomenon, quantum physics sheds new light on it. This presentation 
bridges educational expectations with quantum laws. Through experiments showing how emotions and DNA 
influence photons, alongside the quantum "observer effect," we demonstrate that intentional observation literally 
co-creates reality in the classroom.

ELT Expert (18 yrs) & Translator blending English philology with neurodidactics. 
Guided by NVC, I view the classroom through a quantum lens: where teacher 
expectations (The Pygmalion Effect) actively co-create student success. Brain-
friendly methods for limitless learning.

No Talk GEN  YL  Teen  UNI     BE/ESP

K

Jolanta Kruk Do Better Lessons Really Need More Resources? 
Maximising Speaking and Listening with What 
You Already Have

Do better lessons really require more resources? This practical workshop explores how familiar speaking and 
listening tasks can be adapted, extended, and recycled to create meaningful communication, increase learner 
participation, and build confidence. Participants will leave with practical ideas to support adult learners in 
professional and everyday contexts.

Jola Kruk is an English language teacher, teacher trainer, and course developer with 
12 years’ experience teaching in the UK. She holds an MA in TESOL and Applied 
Linguistics and specialises in adult education, Business English, and developing 
speaking and listening skills.

No Workshop GEN     Teen        BE/ESP

K

Hanna Kryszewska The ELT scene today: When CLIL met Mediation, 
and AI was lurking in the bushes…

This is not action-packed sequel to a romantic comedy ‘When Harry…’ but invitation to an exploration of present-
day ELT. The map is complex, developments dynamic and superfast. Instead of new methods or approaches, there 
are AI tools and developments in psychology. Crafting a hybrid, upgrading the tried and tested methods, harnessing 
the new tools and perspectives from non-ELT feeder fields can bring our teaching to a level we had not dreamt of. All  
illustrated with glimpses from the classroom.

Hanna Kryszewska an international teacher, teacher trainer and trainer of trainers. 
Co-author of resource books, course books, a video-based teacher training course 
and online TT courses: Humanism in ELT and 21st century skills. Pilgrims trainer, OTA 
trainer and editor of HLT Magazine since 2006.

No Talk GEN     Teen  UNI      

K

Hanna Kryszewska Making technology work for you is like releasing 
the genie from the bottle… 

Modern technology is like a genie in the bottle – rub it, make a request and it will work for you. My genie is called 
Jippity and we have a good working relationship. I am not a wizz-kid, rather a wizz-elder, when it comes to 
technology, but I know what I want and need to jazz up or upgrade my tried and tested teaching methods. In this 
workshop I will share examples how we work together… Note. This workshop is coupled with my plenary - When CLIL 
met Mediation, and AI was lurking in the bushes…

Hanna Kryszewska an international teacher, teacher trainer and trainer of trainers. 
Co-author of resource books, course books, a video-based teacher training course 
and online TT courses: Humanism in ELT and 21st century skills. Pilgrims trainer, OTA 
trainer and editor of HLT Magazine since 2006.

No Workshop GEN     Teen  UNI      

K

Aleksandra Kumycz-
Ochęcka

Bridging the Gap: Tailoring Exam Preparation for 
Weak and Strong Candidates in the Same 
Classroom

Ideal exam prep courses assume identical baseline skills. In reality, teachers face internal disparities: "weak" 
candidates anchoring lower foundations co-existing with "strong" ones pushing higher boundaries. Managing this 
dynamic without holding back high-flyers or alienating those who struggle is a critical pedagogical tightrope. This 
session offers a framework to differentiate tasks, optimize feedback, and balance these gaps in Cambridge exam 
groups.

Aleksandra Kumycz-Ochęcka is an English teacher with 17 years’ experience. 
Specializing in Cambridge exam prep and teacher training, she co-authors projects 
and champions drama techniques. Her passion lies in motivating learners and 
making language acquisition a pleasure.

No Talk       Teen  UNI      

L

Garrett Larson Variation and Frequency of Communication 
Tasks Types and Task Complexity in Listening 
and Speaking Textbooks

This study analyzed communication tasks in two listening and speaking textbook series, examining task types and 
task complexity. Using Pica et al.’s (1993) task classifications and Robinson’s (2011) complexity framework, results 
showed that most tasks required minimal interaction, feedback, and information exchange which limits 
opportunities for development. Few tasks were considered complex, suggesting a need for more interaction-rich 
tasks to better support second language acquisition.

Garrett Larson is an applied linguist, educator, and curriculum designer with 12+ 
years of experience teaching in K–12, intensive English, and university settings. He 
currently serves as an English Language Fellow (U.S. Department of State) in Poland 
where he teaches English language courses. 

No Talk GEN        UNI      

L

Melania Laszewska & 
Tomasz Kostrząb

Beyond the Algorithm: Swapping Doomscrolling 
for Fast Lingo Growing

Help adult learners achieve fluency by combining AI with human instruction. We analyzed feedback from 2,000 
eTutor users to see where AI excels (pronunciation, vocabulary) and where it falls short. Learn to offload rote tasks 
to technology, freeing up live sessions for real communication and nuance. This shift turns teachers into strategic 
facilitators, prevents burnout, proves human ROI, and perfectly balances algorithmic efficiency with irreplaceable 
human connection.

Melania Laszewska is an Educator Experience Manager, methodologist, and trainer 
with 15+ years of B2B language teaching experience. A Cambridge/TELC examiner 
and speaker, she pioneers EdTech, AI integration, and digital content design to 
modernize adult foreign language education.

Yes Talk GEN     Teen  UNI     BE/ESP

L

Bruno Leys The English tenses (abridged) Why do students struggle with verb tenses despite so much instruction? Are there only two English tenses or twelve? 
Should our learners be able to distinguish between tense and aspect?
Discover how to move beyond rigid rules and empower learners through authentic language samples, making 
English verbs intuitive and accessible for all.

Bruno Leys is an experienced English teacher and teacher trainer. He currently works 
at VIVES University of Applied Sciences in Brugge. He has published several EFL 
coursebook series. He also provides CPD sessions and is a speaker on international 
conferences.

No Workshop GEN     Teen  UNI      
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L

Ewelina Lipian MORE THAN ENGLISH: How Language Learning 
Journeys Go Beyond the Classroom

Why do some language learning journeys leave a lasting mark on learners? Drawing on examples from my work, I will 
explore what happens in learners’ brains when they experience connection, confidence and belonging, and how 
opportunities to make decisions, take responsibility and learn from mistakes can foster independence, resilience 
and engagement. Participants will consider how these experiences can be created elsewhere. All this may help 
explain why language learning is MORE THAN ENGLISH.

Ewelina Lipian is a Senior Methodology Specialist, teacher trainer and English 
teacher. She specializes in teacher development, educational design and practical 
methodology. Passionate about bridging theory and classroom practice, she regularly 
delivers workshops and presentations for educators.

No Talk GEN  YL  Teen         

L

Peter Lucantoni Making 21st century reading more accessible ‘Reading and writing are incredible human achievements, allowing us to communicate across both space and time’ 
(Watkins, 2017). This session explores the importance of reading in the 21st century and how students can access 
reading in a digital world. We will examine the difference between skills and strategies and why this matters when 
comparing print and online reading. Teachers will discuss key features of both formats and consider the validity of 
online texts.

Peter Lucantoni is an experienced ELT teacher, trainer and author. He has written and 
co-written several English language coursebooks, including Cambridge IGCSE English 
as a Second Language. As Professional Learning and Development Manager, he trains 
teachers and speaks at international ELT events.

No Workshop GEN     Teen  UNI     BE/ESP

L

Anna Lutomska Beyond Employability: Can ESP Help Educate 
Responsible Engineers?

Engineering graduates will shape the technologies, infrastructure and systems of the future. While ESP courses are 
often associated with employability and professional communication, they can also provide opportunities to reflect 
on ethical dilemmas, sustainability and engineering challenges. This poster explores how discussion, negotiation 
and argumentation tasks can encourage students to consider the consequences of engineering decisions and 
develop as responsible professionals.

Anna Lutomska is an English instructor and Coordinator of the Didactics Team at Lodz 
University of Technology. Her interests include neurodidactics, neurodiversity and 
PBL. She is interested in how students learn, think, engage and grow, and how active 
methods can support their development.

No Poster          UNI      

L

Alona Lytovchenko The Children We Weren't Trained For Today's very young learners aren't the children our training prepared us for. They dysregulate faster and overwhelm 
more easily, yet acquire language faster, think more sharply, and expect trust over authority, sometimes behaving 
like teenagers at six. This talk offers a dual portrait of the modern VYL and asks who we need to become to teach 
them, so that one day they can change the world themselves. Drawn entirely from current classroom practice.

Alona Lytovchenko is an EFL teacher  (DELTA, IHCTL, IHCYLT) specialising in very 
young learners. A TEDx speaker and member of the Foreign Language Education 
Working Group within Ukraine's Ministry of Education, she teaches VYLs daily at a 
bilingual kindergarten in Poland.

No Talk    YL            

M

Urszula Majdańska 
Wachowicz

CAPTION FOR ATTRACTION: Using Print Media 
Multimodal Messages in the EFL Classroom

This interactive session, inspired by my PhD and 2024 monograph, demonstrates how to turn academic research 
into lesson plans. Students will learn what print media discourse is by analysing photos and their captions. The 
lesson develops speaking, critical thinking, creative writing, and collaboration. It should be helpful for the Matura 
speaking part or for lessons on media and culture. Importantly, teachers will observe authentic classroom practice 
with real students and a real teacher.

PhD in Linguistics, MA in English, MA in Polish & Journalism. Assistant Professor at 
Zielona Góra University and English teacher at Secondary School No. 1 in Głogów. 
Teacher-trainer and IATEFL Poland volunteer. Yes Live GEN     Teen  UNI      

M
Maria Makra “Caring for the Carers: Teacher Well-Being 

Matters in ELT”
This talk highlights teacher well-being as essential to effective practice, innovation, and sustainable professional 
growth in ELT. Drawing on practitioner experience and reflective inquiry, it examines how emotional labour, 
workload, and institutional culture influence motivation, identity, and classroom decisions. It offers practical, 
accessible strategies to support peer connection, manageable innovation, and cultures of care within classrooms, 

Maria Makra (BA English Language & Literature, MEd TESOL, PgCert Professional & 
Higher Education) is Head of ELT at Metropolitan College, Greece, with 35+ years’ 
teaching experience. Her interests include CPD, assessment, and inclusive, human-
centred pedagogies.

No Talk GEN               

M

Karolina Malek Back to Basics: Turn off the screen, turn up the 
fun! 

Tired of competing with technology for your students’ attention? Get them moving, laughing, and fully engaged with 
activities that actually work. Join me for a workshop filled with ready-to-use games, practical ideas, and plenty of 
inspiration for your classroom. Bring energy, interaction, and real communication back into your lessons and 
remind your students that learning can be fun without a screen, too!

Native English speaker, methodologist, and teacher trainer with 15+ years of 
experience. I deliver practical workshops and resources that bring clarity, purpose, 
and engagement to language education. No Workshop GEN  YL  Teen         

M

Karolina Maliszewska Q Skills for Success! Think critically. Succeed 
academically

This 10-minute presentation introduces Q: Skills for Success Fourth Edition, a new Oxford University Press course 
designed to support students’ academic and career goals. Using an inquiry-based approach, it develops critical 
thinking and the global skills needed for higher education and the workplace. With an enhanced focus on STEM, 
business, and marketing, the course reflects current academic and professional needs. Join me at the poster!

have worked in education since 1995 and am currently a Senior ELT Consultant and 
Teacher Trainer for Oxford University Press. I also teach at Akademia Pedagogiki 
Specjalnej, as staying connected to the classroom remains an essential part of my 
professional life. 

Yes Poster GEN               

M

Garry Malloy From Petrichor to Defenestration: Teaching 
Vocabulary Through Wonder

Why teach words students may never need? Because language learning is about more than utility. Rare and unusual 
words spark curiosity, reveal hidden histories, and invite learners to explore the rich cultural journeys behind 
English vocabulary. This presentation examines how etymology and lexical discovery can foster engagement, 
deepen linguistic awareness, and transform students from language users into enthusiastic word explorers.

A graduate of Linguistic Studies from the University of Glasgow, Garry Malloy has 
been teaching English for over 20 years. As an educator, he uses his lifelong interest 
in etymology to ignite curiosity through the exploration of weird and wonderful words. No Talk GEN     Teen  UNI      

M

Claudia Molnar Changes start with us! True classroom transformation begins not with new curricula, but with the teacher. This plenary explores how our 
own behavior, attitude, and motivation directly shape learner outcomes. At the root of this dynamic lies nervous 
system regulation—the ultimate tool for fostering a resilient, co-regulated learning environment. Discover how 
managing our own internal state allows us to model the change we want to see, transforming both our teaching and 
our students' growth.

With 30 years of experience in education, mentoring, and coaching, I am dedicated to 
helping others heal and transform. My mission is to create safe, nurturing spaces 
where individuals can explore their inner strength, embrace their uniqueness, and 
achieve balanced wellbeing.

Yes Talk GEN               

M

Claudia Molnar From Burnout to Breakthrough This interactive workshop shifts the focus from basic self-care to practical, science-backed nervous system 
regulation. Participants will explore how the stress response manifests in the classroom and learn actionable, micro-
practices to transition from a state of survival to one of calm control. Beyond personal well-being, the session 
covers strategies for reshaping physical and digital working spaces into environments that foster joy, creativity, and 
sustainable productivity.

With 30 years of experience in education, mentoring, and coaching, I am dedicated to 
helping others heal and transform. My mission is to create safe, nurturing spaces 
where individuals can explore their inner strength, embrace their uniqueness, and 
achieve balanced wellbeing.

Yes Workshop GEN               

M
Ron Mukerji From Hours to Minutes: Smart Tech for ELT Technology can transform language teaching into a more effective and less time-consuming process. In this next 

session of my tech series, we explore the latest practical digital tools that cut lesson preparation time while 
boosting classroom impact. From planning and materials to feedback and assessment, discover smart solutions 
that help teachers work faster, teach better, and engage learners more deeply.

Freelance ELT Consultant and Teacher Trainer with 30+ years of experience teaching 
English in language schools, state schools, and academia. Experienced in business 
English training, teacher development, quality assessment, and delivering workshops 
and training courses across Poland and Europe.

No Workshop GEN     Teen  UNI     BE/ESP

M

Ron Mukerji Hooked Before Hello: Creating Interest That 
Drives Learning

Clarke once said, “If there is interest, there is learning.” If there is no interest, you've lost your students even before 
you start teaching. This session explores one of the most important questions in education: How do we capture 
students' interest before learning begins? Through practical examples, engaging activities, and immediately 
applicable classroom techniques, participants will discover ways to spark curiosity, boost attention, and keep 
students actively engaged throughout a lesson. 

Freelance ELT Consultant and Teacher Trainer with 30+ years of experience teaching 
English in language schools, state schools, and academia. Experienced in business 
English training, teacher development, quality assessment, and delivering workshops 
and training courses across Poland and Europe.

No Workshop GEN     Teen  UNI     BE/ESP

M

Ahmad Mursy Less Me, More Them: Practical Ways to Lower 
TTT and Get Our EFL Students Talking

Modern English pedagogy requires shifting from teacher-centred instruction to student-centred learning. However, 
excessive Teacher Talking Time (TTT) often dominates, reducing Student Talking Time (STT) and hindering active 
language production. This presentation addresses how to reduce needless TTT by tackling issues like over-
explanation and short wait times. Participants will learn practical strategies—such as elicitation, ICQs, and peer 
correction—to maximize student interaction and voice.

A Mursy holds an MA in TEFL and a PhD in Applied Linguistics. With over 35 years of 
teaching experience across multinational institutions in Egypt, Oman and the USA. 
His areas of interest include curriculum development, testing, and Arabic-English 
contrastive analysis.

No Talk       Teen  UNI      
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Károly Nagy The Power of Words: Theme, Meaning and 
Intention in EFL Classrooms

This interactive workshop explores how language shapes meaning, perspective, and intention in EFL contexts. 
Through topic-tracking, headline comparison, improvisation, and role-play activities, participants will examine how 
texts foreground certain ideas while backgrounding others. The session introduces practical ways to develop critical 
thinking, empathy, and critical language awareness through collaborative classroom tasks focused on 
representation, bias, and interpretation.

I am an Assistant Lecturer at the Department of English Language Pedagogy at Eötvös 
Loránd University, holding a PhD in Applied Linguistics. My research interests include 
Critical Discourse Analysis, political discourse, pragmatics, translation studies, ELF, 
ideology, and argumentative structures.

No Workshop GEN     Teen  UNI      
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Dorota Neal & Janina 
Borowy

Teacher 2.0: Why AI Isn’t Working for You - Yet Have you tried using AI for lesson prep, only to get generic, messy or unusable results? This practical session will 
show you what usually goes wrong - and how to fix it. Learn how to write clearer prompts, set goals, add context and 
guide AI towards materials that match your students, lesson aims and teaching style. You’ll leave with simple 
strategies for creating better tasks, adapting content and saving prep time.

Dorota Neal has been an Early Stage methodology specialist and trainer for eight 
years. She delivers training sessions, develops teaching materials and focuses on 
modern technologies in teaching, teachers’ work, student motivation and 
engagement.

No Workshop GEN               

N

Wendy Nelson Dyslexia 101 Dyslexia is estimated to affect 10-20% of the school-age population worldwide. Despite decades of research into the 
causes and treatment of reading challenges, many teachers are not prepared to assist their struggling students with 
reading. This workshop will provide effective reading techniques for all students, including those who have reading 
challenges. Participants will experience a dyslexia simulation and learn strategies to implement more effective 
reading instruction.

Wendy Nelson has been helping people become better readers since 2003. She has 
taught ESOL at universities and private language schools in the USA, Poland, and 
Turkey, and has received extensive training in various programs which are designed 
to help individuals with reading challenges.

No Workshop    YL  Teen         

N

Yen Ngoc Nguyen AI-Generated Worksheets for Enhancing 
Autonomy in Young EFL Learners

This presentation examines how AI-generated worksheets can support learner autonomy in young EFL learners. The 
study involved four A1-level second graders (ages 7–8) using teacher-adapted GenAI materials. Results indicate 
increased engagement, reduced anxiety, and improved self-paced learning and self-evaluation. The findings suggest 
that carefully designed AI-supported materials can promote autonomy in early EFL learning.

Ngoc Yen Nguyen is an English educator and Master’s student at SWPS University, 
specializing in Early Childhood and Primary Education. With 500+ teaching hours in 
Warsaw, she applies learner-centered ELT methods and researches WTC, inclusive 
technology, and multimodal learning for diverse learners.

No Poster    YL  Teen         

N

Yen Ngoc Nguyen Enhancing Willingness To Communicate Through 
Speaking Activities In An EFL Classroom For 
Students Aged 7-8.

This action research explored changes in young learners’ willingness to communicate (WTC) during repeated 
speaking activities in a small EFL classroom. Conducted with four Polish Grade 2 learners over eight weeks, the 
study used mixed methods and three action research cycles. Findings showed improved participation in speaking 
first, asking questions, and peer interaction, though progress varied due to task difficulty, absence, and language 
load.

Ngoc Yen Nguyen is an English educator and Master’s student at SWPS University, 
specializing in Early Childhood and Primary Education. With 500+ teaching hours in 
Warsaw, she applies learner-centered ELT methods and researches WTC, inclusive 
technology, and multimodal learning for diverse learners.

No Talk GEN  YL            

O

Timothy O'Flaherty How to Solve a Problem As teachers, we know that communicative activities provide our learners with the best opportunity to practice their 
speaking skills. But the roleplays and simulations we use are often irrelevant to their needs and time-consuming to 
prepare and set up. So, how can we solve this problem? This workshop will show you how to implement problem-
solving tasks as a low-prep, high-impact way to develop more engaging discussions that promote fluency by 
exploiting a natural opinion gap between learners.

Timothy O’Flaherty is a business communication trainer with over a decade of 
experience delivering courses to leaders from various industries in Poland in areas 
such as presentation, negotiation, and intercultural communication skills training. 
He has a Cambridge CELTA and the Trinity Cert IBET.

No Workshop GEN        UNI     BE/ESP

O

Anna Orłowska Why Are Their Cameras Off? Using SCARF to 
Bring Students Back Online

Blank screens. Silence. The feeling you’re teaching into a void. Sound familiar? Join me for a session where I unpack 
the neuroscience behind student disengagement in online language classes - and, more importantly, what you can 
actually do about it. I’ll take you through the SCARF model - 5 social triggers the teenage brain monitors constantly- 
and show how each one plays out in a live online lesson. No theory overload, just smart, simple strategies you can 
apply in your very next class.

Anna Orłowska an English teacher and trainer, IATEFL Poland Public Speaking SIG 
coordinator, and author of materials behind dwujęzycznie.pl. She specialises in IB 
and bilingual matura preparation, neuroscience-informed teaching, and digital 
curriculum design. Based in Gdańsk, Poland.

No Talk GEN               

P

Rachel Marie Paling Consciousness: The Missing Dimension in 
Pedagogy  

What if one of the most powerful tools in education is not what we teach, but the consciousness we bring to 
learning? This plenary explores how educators can move beyond knowledge transfer towards more conscious, 
intentional teaching. Drawing on professional coaching, neuroscience, emotional intelligence and reflective 
practice, we will explore how greater awareness can transform attention, connection, engagement, behaviour and 
learner growth.

BA Hons Law/Spanish; MA Human Rights; MA Applied Neuroscience; MA 
Neuroeducation. A qualified UK Lawyer, over 38 yrs language teaching experience, 
ICF MCC credentialed coach, certified Coach Supervisor, ICF Coach Mentor, creator 
of Neurolanguage Coaching®. Currently undertaking a Doctorate. 

No Talk GEN               

P

Rachel Marie Paling The neuroscience of Motivation - the 
neuroscience of Coaching

MOTIVISION! Integrating neuroscience with language learning and coaching techniques to reveal the passion and 
drive for learning. This workshop will explore the science behind motivation and how it impacts language learning. 
How can we keep motivation high, overcome learning plateaus, and maintain consistent progress? Discover the PEA 
and the NEA effect from the research of Professor Richard Boyatzis, and personalized techniques that align with a 
learner’s unique learning style and goals.

BA Hons Law/Spanish; MA Human Rights; MA Applied Neuroscience; MA 
Neuroeducation/Neuropsychology;UK Lawyer; 38+ yrs language teaching experience. 
ICF MCC Coach, Coach Supervisor, registered ICF Coach Mentor. Creator of 
Neurolanguage Coaching® & Neuroheart Education. Undergoing Doctorate Research.

No Workshop GEN  YL  Teen  UNI     BE/ESP
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Beata Palińska Tweaking exam prep: introducing coaching and 
mentoring elements to help Gen Alpha ace 
language exams 

Language skills and exam strategies represent the tip of the iceberg in exam preparation. Beneath the surface lie 
mental and organisational barriers that frequently block students’ success. Drawing on 25 years of exam 
preparation experience (including Cambridge, IELTS and school-leaving exams) and recent postgraduate studies in 
coaching, this presentation explores how integrating coaching and mentoring principles can help unlock students’ 
potential and support them through high-stakes testing.

A teacher, trainer and materials designer with 25 years of classroom experience, 
stays one step ahead of burnout and boreout. Focuses on exam prep and effective 
learning strategies. Creates learning adventures that go outside language classrooms 
and make our lives fuller. Lesson ideas surround us. 

No Workshop GEN               
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Dagmara Pancerz Beyond Points and Badges: Using AI to Create 
Gamification Tools for English Lessons

Gamification can increase engagement, but creating effective classroom tools often feels time-consuming. In this 
practical workshop, participants will explore how AI can support teachers in designing simple, ready-to-use 
gamification tools for English lessons without coding. Through live demonstrations and hands-on activities, 
attendees will learn how to move from a teaching objective to creating interactive challenges, board games, and 
personalised learning experiences.

I am an English and Spanish teacher and methodological lead with over 10 years of 
experience. I teach mainly preschool and school-age learners, create original 
educational materials, and train teachers in using modern educational tools. I enjoy 
sharing effective practices with fellow educators.

No Workshop GEN  YL  Teen  UNI     BE/ESP
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Joanna Pasternak Remember, Recall, Reconstruct, Communicate: 
A Collocation-Based Path to Fluency

How can we help learners move beyond recognising words to using them fluently? This workshop  presents a 
practical procedure built around high-frequency collocations. Learners first remember, recall and reconstruct 
lexical chunks before using them in a communicative news-based challenge. Developed in response to changing 
reading habits and information-processing styles, the approach helps transform passive vocabulary into active 
communication in adult and university English classrooms.

Joanna Pasternak teaches English at the Polish Naval Academy in Gdynia, with over 
30 years’ experience in ESP and certification exam preparation. Her interests include 
language assessment, academic writing skills, mixed-ability classrooms, and 
creating tailored teaching materials.

No Workshop GEN        UNI     BE/ESP

P Joanna Pasternak Don't Write Yet! Why Speaking Leads to Better 
Writing

Why do learners who can discuss a topic fluently often produce weak written texts? This workshop examines the 
transition between speaking and writing as a distinct stage of learning. Participants will experience a practical 

Joanna Pasternak teaches English at the Polish Naval Academy in Gdynia, with over 
30 years’ experience in ESP and certification exam preparation. Her interests include 

No Workshop          UNI     BE/ESP

P
Sushil Penuti The Power of Language Games in the Classroom - 

Why Play-Based Learning Works!
The Power of Language Games by ELi Publishing explores how play-based learning builds confidence, 
communication, and engagement, with practical strategies for meaningful language use.

Sushil Penuti is an educator with over 25 years of ELT experience and a passionate 
advocate for inclusive, student-centred learning. As an ELT Pedagogical Consultant at 
ELi Publishing, she works with educators worldwide, delivering training and webinars 
that connect research with classroom practice.

Yes Workshop GEN  YL  Teen  UNI     BE/ESP
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Sushil Penuti Reading in the Age of AI: The One Skill No 

Algorithm Can Hand Us  
Reading in the Age of AI asks what happens when AI can do the reading for our learners. This session explores why 
sustained reading remains essential and how graded readers can foster engagement, literacy, and learner 
autonomy.

Sushil Penuti is an educator with over 25 years of ELT experience and a passionate 
advocate for inclusive, student-centred learning. As an ELT Pedagogical Consultant at 
ELi Publishing, she works with educators worldwide, delivering training and webinars 

No Workshop GEN  YL  Teen  UNI     BE/ESP

P
Marzena Pepłowska-
Osiecka

Neurohacks for the Language Classroom: 
Optimizing Language Learning

Why do great language lessons sometimes fail? The answer is often neurological. This interactive workshop 
introduces practical "neurohacks"—evidence-based strategies bridging neuroscience and ELT. Learn to bypass 
mental bottlenecks like speaking anxiety and vocabulary blocks by reducing cognitive friction. Participants will 
explore versatile techniques to boost fluency, lexical retention, and engagement. Leave with an immediate, 
actionable, brain-compatible teaching toolkit.

An ICF-accredited Neurolanguage Coach® and University of Warsaw bilingualism 
lecturer, Marzena Pepłowska-Osiecka bridges brain science and ELT. She is an 
experienced teacher trainer, founder of the "CLIL Masterclass," and project leader 
with extensive international insight.

No Workshop GEN  YL  Teen  UNI      
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Milena Petkovska Music Therapy in Inclusive Primary Education in 
North Macedonia: Supporting Well-Being and 
Development of All Students

This talk explores the role and potential benefits of music therapy within inclusive primary education in North 
Macedonia. It highlights how music-based interventions can support educational inclusion, promote emotional well-
being, foster the holistic development of all children, and help reduce stress and anxiety in the school environment. 

Milena Petkovska is an English language teacher. She has been teaching English for 
27 years in North Macedonia. She is also a member of the Executive board of ELTAM 
MK for a couple of years, as their webmaster. She has presented at IATEFL Slovenia in 
March 2025 and HUPE Croatia in October 2025. 

No Talk GEN  YL  Teen         
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Serhii Petrenko From Traditional Approaches to Gamified 
Creative Speaking and Writing

When students freeze at the blank page or hesitate before speaking, traditional planning often falls short. What if 
writing and speaking felt less like a test and more like an adventure? In this hands-on workshop, you'll discover how 
dice, characters, and collaborative storytelling transform hesitant learners into confident authors and speakers. 
You'll leave with practical strategies and activities you can immediately use in your classroom.

Associate Professor at Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv, Serhii Petrenko 
is TESOL-Ukraine International Coordinator. He teaches ESP and Business English, 
presents at major conferences, co-develops the TESOL-Ukraine Mentorship Program, 
and publishes on wartime teaching.

No Talk GEN  YL  Teen  UNI      

P
Katarzyna Pfanhauser 
& Weronika Puszyk

Growing with Early Stage and Big Steps: 
Partnership Opportunities for Educators

Join us for a practical session on partnership opportunities with Early Stage - a brand with over 30 years of 
experience teaching English to children and teens. Discover the Early Stage franchise, the Early Stage licence for 
educational institutions, as well as the international Big Steps licence. We will demonstrate how our proven 
methods, teacher training, lesson materials, marketing, and dedicated business support empower educational 

As International Business Development Manager at Big Steps, Kasia Pfanhauser 
builds meaningful partnerships through licensing. She warmly welcomes your 
collaboration ideas, focusing on supportive educational models and holistic child 
development.

Yes Talk GEN               

P
Anna Podlewska AI-Powered Medical English: Transforming 

Healthcare Communication in the Language 
Classroom

This hands-on workshop explores how AI can enhance the teaching of Medical English through authentic, healthcare-
focused communication tasks. Participants will learn how to use AI tools to create patient cases, role-plays, 
simulations, and feedback activities that reflect real clinical practice. Attendees will leave with practical ideas and 
ready-to-use resources for their own teaching contexts.

Anna Podlewska, PhD, is a university professor at the Medical University of Lublin, 
teaching English and Polish as a foreign language. She also works as a standardized 
patient and medical translator, and has written two coursebooks on Medical English.

No Workshop          UNI      

P

Anna Poghosyan Beyond Templates: Can Test Prep Protect 
Learner Voice?

Learner-centered teaching values students’ experiences, identities, and emerging language. Yet high-stakes test 
preparation can push learners toward templates and model answers that make responses clearer but more 
formulaic. Set in a TOEFL preparation context, this session explores how test prep can support performance while 
preserving learner voice, ownership, and authentic self-expression, offering practical ways to turn exam preparation 
into meaningful learning.

Anna Poghosyan is an English language teacher specializing in General English, 
Academic English, and TOEFL preparation. She teaches at AUA Extension and holds 
an MA TEFL from the American University of Armenia. Her research interests include 
learner voice, academic writing, feedback, and AI in ELT.

No Talk GEN     Teen  UNI      
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Joanna Porębska Partners in Learning: Building Brain-Friendly 
Relationships for Language Learning

Learning thrives through the relationship between learner and educator. In this interactive workshop, I explore how 
neuroscience, educational psychology, NeuroLanguage Coaching®, and 30+ years of experience can help strengthen 
that partnership. We will examine psychological safety, emotions, motivation, autonomy, feedback, and co-
regulation, and experience practical, brain-friendly activities. Participants will leave with actionable strategies to 
boost engagement, confidence, and learning.

I have taught English for 30+ years and trained teachers for 20+. As CELTA trainer 
teacher and mentor, I have worked with the British Council in Poland and 
internationally. My interests include neuroscience, NeuroLanguage Coaching®, 
coaching, and learner autonomy.

No Workshop GEN     Teen  UNI     BE/ESP
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Hanna Pryhoda When Students Know English but Still Struggle to 
Speak

Many students know grammar, understand vocabulary and complete classroom tasks successfully — yet still 
struggle to speak naturally and confidently. This practical session explores why this happens and what teachers can 
do about it. The session will introduce a set of ready-to-use classroom strategies that help learners keep 
conversations moving, react to their partner’s ideas, gain thinking time without losing fluency, expand answers 
naturally & collaborate more confidently in pairwork.

Anna Pryhoda (9+ years in ELT) is an English teacher and a teacher trainer. She holds 
CELTA (A), IHCYLT and TKT Modules 1/2/3/YL, and has passed FCE, CAE and IELTS at 
advanced levels. No Workshop GEN     Teen  UNI      

P

Anna Przybyło The Survivor's Dilemma: Building Student Agency 
Through Ethical Decision-Making

What happens when students must make impossible choices? In this live inquiry lesson, participants experience a 
survival scenario driven by ethical dilemmas and collaborative decision-making. Through discussion, reflection, 
and negotiation, learners balance risk, responsibility, and group needs while developing critical thinking, 
communication, and agency. Discover how inquiry can transform a simple classroom activity into a meaningful 
learning experience.

Anna Przybyło is an educator, teacher trainer, and PhD candidate researching 
bilingual education and teacher development. She is the founder of CATT Academy 
and specialises in inquiry-based learning, student agency, and innovative approaches 
to teaching and learning.

No Live GEN               
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Anna Przybyło Own the Room: Teacher Presence, Confidence 
and Classroom Leadership

Students respond not only to what teachers know, but to how they show up in the classroom. This practical 
workshop explores teacher presence as a key element of effective teaching. Through simple techniques involving 
voice, body language, attention, and communication, participants will learn how to build confidence, engage 
learners, and create a stronger classroom presence. Leave with strategies you can use immediately in your next 
lesson.

Anna Przybyło - an educator, teacher trainer, and PhD candidate researching bilingual 
education and teacher development. As the founder of CATT Academy and 
specialises in inquiry-based learning, student agency, and innovative approaches to 
teaching and learning.

No Workshop GEN               
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Anna Przybyło "Beyond the Textbook: 6 Steps to Design a 

Student-Led Project"
Project-based learning is often associated with chaos and frustration. This session will show how intentional design 
can transform projects into meaningful learning experiences. Using the “6 Steps to Effective Project Planning” 
model, participants will learn how to define clear goals, identify student needs, provide appropriate language 
support, and foster student agency. Discover a practical framework for creating authentic, sustainable, and 

Anna Przybyło - an educator, teacher trainer, and PhD candidate researching bilingual 
education and teacher development. She is the founder of CATT Academy and 
specialises in inquiry-based learning, student agency, and innovative approaches to 
teaching and learning.

No Talk       Teen  UNI      
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Sylwia Przybyło Extending the Teacher's Reach: Using 
MagicSchool AI for Writing Feedback

How can every student receive personalised writing feedback during a 45-minute lesson? This session explores how 
MagicSchool AI can support writing development in a teacher-guided classroom. Participants will create prompts 
that generate tailored feedback, while the teacher monitors and shapes the process. Students can revise and 
improve their writing several times within a single lesson.

Sylwia Przybyło, PhD is an English teacher and teacher educator. She works as an ELT 
consultant and specialises vocabulary development and reflective classroom 
practice. She delivers workshops for English teachers and holds a City & Guilds 
qualification in teacher education.

No Workshop GEN     Teen  UNI      
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Sylwia Przybyło From “Very Nice” to Precise: Activating 

Vocabulary in Writing
Learners often know far more vocabulary receptively than they use in writing. This interactive workshop explores 
why students rely on vague expressions such as “very nice” and how teachers can help them activate vocabulary 
more effectively. Through practical tasks and collaborative reflection, participants will experience strategies that 
support retrieval, vocabulary development and revising writing without relying on simply teaching more words.

Sylwia Przybyło, PhD is an English teacher and teacher educator. She works as an ELT 
consultant and specialises vocabulary development and reflective classroom 
practice. She delivers workshops for English teachers and holds a City & Guilds 
qualification in teacher education.

No Workshop       Teen         
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Joseph Rios Beyond Prompting: AI Agents and the Next Shift 
in Language Education

As AI evolves into increasingly agentic systems that can personalize learning, simulate communication, and adapt 
feedback continuously, language education may face a shift in what becomes most valuable to teach. This session 
explores what AI agents are, how educators can leverage them, and why communicative judgment, interaction, 
adaptability, and real-world language use may rise in importance in the years ahead.

Dr. Joe Rios holds a PhD from Stanford University and previously worked as Pedagogy 
Lead developing AI-driven language learning products at Google Brain. He explores AI, 
human communication, and the future of learning. No Talk GEN              BE/ESP

R

Barbara Rodgers Teaching the Whole Human: Embodied Practices 
for Language Learning

When we teach the whole human, language learning becomes more meaningful. Drawing on experiences teaching 
learners across cultures, ages, and contexts, this interactive workshop explores how embodied practices foster 
confidence, communication, and connection. Grounded in research on embodied cognition, participants will 
experience practical strategies using movement, gesture, co-regulation, and multisensory engagement that can be 
adapted to diverse teaching contexts.

Barbara Rodgers, M.Ed., is an English language educator and teacher trainer. An 
English Language Fellow with the U.S. Department of State, she has taught in the 
United States, Spain, Mexico, Costa Rica, and Japan, and online in Israel. She 
explores embodied practices for language learning.

No Workshop GEN  YL  Teen  UNI     BE/ESP

R
Chris Roland Snapshots of my primary (YL) teaching So far at Iatefl Poland, I have spoken about teaching teens, young adults and fully grown ones. This session will be a 

rollercoaster ride through my favourite activities, approaches, takeaways and lesson hacks for teaching younger 
learners at primary level. There will be photographs and anecdotes from my own lessons. If you've never seen me 
present ideas on primary teaching, or if you're looking for a reminder, this could be the session for you. 

Chris is known for practical sessions on the nuts and bolts of task design, classroom 
management, teacher/learner mindset and dialogue. His latest book is 'Taking Your 
Teaching of Teenagers to the Next Level and, with Katy Kelly, he is coauthor of Trinity 
College London Press’ 'Your Way to GESE'.

No Workshop    YL            

R

Chris Roland How free can they be? While trying to providing the best English language instruction we can, it sometimes feels as if we are in some way 
playing a part in creating roomfuls of trapped, restless, bodies and minds. We shall cover strategies and mind shifts 
to improve this situation and also explore freedom in the classroom itself: what it is, and why we want it - if we want 
it at all. No politics nor AI mentioned.

Chris is known for practical sessions on the nuts and bolts of task design, classroom 
management, teacher/learner mindset and dialogue. His latest book is 'Taking Your 
Teaching of Teenagers to the Next Level and, with Katy Kelly, he is coauthor of Trinity 
College London Press’ 'Your Way to GESE'.

No Talk GEN     Teen  UNI      

R
Marta Rosińska Universal Design For Learning (UDL)-making 

teaching more inclusive and accessible
No two learners are the same, so why should learning be one-size-fits-all? In this hands-on workshop, discover how 
Universal Design for Learning (UDL) can help you create flexible, engaging lessons that work for everyone from the 
start. Through practical activities and classroom-ready strategies, you'll explore simple ways to increase access, 
participation, and success while reducing barriers and boosting learner confidence, helping students thrive not JUST 
survive!

teacher, teacher trainer, mentor, ELT leader and author

No Workshop GEN               
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Marta Rosińska The Curious Teacher Effect - how teaching 

becomes an act of discovery that keeps us going
Can curiosity make teachers more satisfied with their job? This session examines what research tells us about 
curiosity and how a curious mindset helps teachers navigate challenges, embrace uncertainty, and rediscover joy in 
teaching while empowering learners to explore, question, and engage more deeply with language and learning.

teacher, teacher trainer, ELT leader and author

No Workshop GEN               

R

Elena Rusu & Livia 
Dorfman

Integration Of The Growth Mindset And 
Emotional Learning Into School Leadership 
Practices.

The seminar explores the integration of Growth Mindset and Social-Emotional Learning within school leadership and 
classroom practice. Participants will engage in collaborative activities that examine core GM and SEL principles, 
their impact on student achievement and well-being, and evidence-based strategies for implementation. The 
session empowers teachers to foster resilient, self-regulated, and inclusive learning environments that support 
lifelong learning.

Educational leader, adjunct director for Instruction in a private school in Moldova. 
Promotion of the  modern, student-centered education, with a focus on project-based 
learning, experiential learning, digital innovation, and the development of life skills 
represent a professional goal for me. 

No Workshop       Teen         

R

Aleksandra Rydzik The Teacher as a Changemaker: Opening the 
Dusty Drawers of Adult Language Learning 
through Cognitive Linguistics

Adult learners often struggle not because they lack knowledge, but because they cannot access or transfer it 
effectively. Drawing on cognitive linguistics and over a decade of Business English and ESP teaching experience, 
this session explores how semantic frames, conceptual metaphors, categorisation, and language chunks can make 
vocabulary and grammar more meaningful, memorable, and easier to apply in real-world communication.

I am an English philologist and linguist with a PhD in Linguistics. Since 2018, I have 
run Centrum Językowe Kensington, teaching adult learners. My interests include 
cognitive linguistics and applying language research to help learners communicate 
with confidence.

No Talk GEN     Teen  UNI     BE/ESP

S
Brigitta Schvarcz & 
Rachel Wohlfarth

What EMI Students Actually Need: Translating 
Student Voices to Teaching Practice

As EMI expands globally, English teachers are increasingly expected to prepare students for content learning 
through English. Drawing on two qualitative studies of Israeli engineering students, we explore students’ challenges, 
expectations, and learning strategies in EMI courses. Building on their experiences, we offer practical 
recommendations for EMI, EAP, and ESP teachers, including strategies for developing academic communication, 
learner autonomy, and effective use of digital tools.

Dr. Brigitta R. Schvarcz is an associate professor of TESOL and head of the Unit of 
English as a Foreign Language at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. She has served 
as chair of  the English Teachers’ Association of Israel (2020–2023). No Talk          UNI     BE/ESP

S
Jim Scrivener Upgrade! This workshop will challenge your ideas about “upfront teaching”, especially of grammar. Despite being very 

unfashionable for years, I’d like to demonstrate how there is a definite and vital role for the active, intervening 
teacher – not as someone who talks a lot at the students, but as a person who works moment by moment with their 
language and helps them to get tangibly better – even within the space of a single lesson.

A teacher, trainer, and award-winning author. His best-known books include Learning 
Teaching, Teaching English Grammar, and Classroom Management Techniques, all of 
which have received major ELT industry awards. He has held senior teacher-training 
roles at the most prominent ELT institutions.

No Workshop GEN  YL  Teen  UNI     BE/ESP

S

Jim Scrivener Changing your teaching: 30 practical tips, 
suggestions, flashes of wizardry and dead ends 
in 30 minutes

Can I speed walk through my 30 top teaching hints drawn from a lifetime in ELT? Probably not, but I’ll give it a good 
try! A selection of solid, practical takeaways, useful to any teacher – with ideas on methodology, classroom 
management, planning, grammar teaching, challenge and pace. Many feature in the new second edition of 
‘Classroom Management Techniques’

A teacher, trainer, and award-winning author. His best-known books include Learning 
Teaching, Teaching English Grammar, and Classroom Management Techniques, all of 
which have received major ELT industry awards. He has held senior teacher-training 
roles at the most prominent ELT institutions.

No Talk GEN  YL  Teen  UNI     BE/ESP

S
Yaroslava Semeniuk Beyond Teaching: Leadership Lessons How can educational organisations remain sustainable in crisis? This session shares leadership lessons from 

building an international exam centre in Ukraine during COVID-19, war, and power shortages. It highlights resilience, 
decision-making, staff motivation, and sustainable growth, offering practical strategies for leading teams through 
prolonged change.

Yaroslava Semeniuk, educational entrepreneur with 18 years’ experience in English 
teaching and management. Holds TKT qualifications, specialises in 
Business/Technical English, studied at Harvard Business School, and works as a 
coach and leader.

No Talk                BE/ESP

S
Maryna Sharamet The Hidden Mixed-Level Classroom: Managing 

Differences Within One Learner
Mixed-level teaching doesn't disappear in one-to-one lessons—it simply becomes less visible. Learners often show 
significant differences between what they know, what they can do, and what they are willing to do in real-time 
communication. This session explores practical ways to identify these gaps, adapt lesson design, and make 
informed teaching decisions that support learner progress without constantly reinventing materials.

Maryna Sharamet is an English teacher, teacher trainer, and instructional designer 
with 15+ years of experience in language education. She specializes in teacher 
development, curriculum and materials design, adult learning, and creating practical, 
learner-centred educational solutions.

No Talk GEN              BE/ESP

S
Estee Shevel-Agostini When AI Finds the Words for Us: Protecting the 

Cognitive Pathway to Confident Fluency
If language learners cannot independently write an email or text, what happens when it’s time for them to speak?  
This workshop examines the impact of cognitive offloading on language development, fluency and confidence. 
Teachers will learn practical strategies to help learners use AI intentionally without sacrificing autonomy and 

Estee is an ICF-accredited Neurolanguage Fluency Coach and founder of Let it Flow 
English. She helps international professionals build sustainable English fluency, 
overcome mental barriers, access peak performance and communicate with greater 

No Workshop GEN     Teen  UNI     BE/ESP

S

Ramon Shindler It's Time for a Rhyme 2 A practical follow-up to the plenary session of the same name looking at how rhyme in the form of poems and songs 
enhance memorability and aid intonation, pronunciation and rhythm. 

Ramon is co-author of, and actor in, the following educational/entertainment 
programmes for Polish television: Lippy and Messy, Ups and Downs, The Best Guest 
Show, and Windy Lifts. He is senior lecturer at the Institute of English Studies at the 
Jagiellonian University in Kraków.

No Workshop GEN               

S
Ramon Shindler It's Time for a Rhyme When we learn our mother tongue nursery rhymes and songs form an important part of the process and they stay 

with us forever. The presentation will look at how poems and songs can be used for all age groups, and at all levels 
for language learning. The presenter will use materials from books and television programmes of which he is co-
author. 

Ramon is co-author of, and actor in, the following educational/entertainment 
programmes for Polish television: Lippy and Messy, Ups and Downs, The Best Guest 
Show, and Windy Lifts. He is senior lecturer at the Institute of English Studies at the 
Jagiellonian University in Kraków.

No Talk GEN               

S

Angelika Skotnicka A Date with Your Nervous System – How Nervous 
System Regulation Impacts Language Learning

Many students know the language but freeze when it’s time to speak. This presentation explores how stress and 
nervous system dysregulation affect communication, focus, and learning. Through somatics, neuroscience, and 
practical classroom techniques, educators will discover simple tools to reduce anxiety, increase speaking 
confidence, and create safer, more effective language-learning environments.

English teacher, founder of Wallstreet Your English, and creator of the Somatic and 
Visual English method combining neuroscience, visualization, and language learning. 
TEDx speaker, Teacher of the Year 2019, and educator helping students build 
confidence and communicate without fear.

No Talk GEN               

S

Sarah Smith & Sea 
Steele 

Stop Including Us: Arguments Against Inclusion 
and For Diversity 

Current initiatives to support marginalised groups are overwhelmingly designed around inclusion principles which 
encourage deficit-based interpretations of how, for example, migrant and disabled students experience school. 
Such models elicit sympathy and tolerance and therefore position students as eternal victims existing on the 
periphery of school life. We propose our social justice framework to effectively disrupt these practices and 
celebrate diversity in our classrooms.

Sarah, co-founder and director of eltonix, has worked as a teacher, trainer, and 
manager worldwide. She is also an advocate for supporting students with ADHD and 
promoting safe and inclusive learning environments for both teachers and students. 
She holds a Master’s in Linguistics and Education.

No Workshop GEN     Teen  UNI     BE/ESP

S
Katarzyna Sochacka Let’s go for a … DRIVE! Language learning is not a fixed destination, but an active journey. However, learners frequently lose momentum, 

searching for a quick fix instead of embracing the hard work required, and often abandon their road to mastery too 
early. This workshop explores how to reverse this trend. Participants will walk away with practical, low-prep 
classroom strategies designed to help students take the wheel, embrace challenges, and truly thrive as autonomous 

Katarzyna Sochacka is an English language teacher, teacher trainer, and coach. She 
specializes in working with teenagers and adults, frequently adapting a coaching 
approach into her teaching. 

No Workshop GEN     Teen         

S

Grzegorz Śpiewak & 
Anna Lech

From Survival to School Success: Language 
Support for Multilingual Children

What kind of support helps multilingual learners – especially those with experience of migration – move beyond 
basic communication and succeed academically? Drawing on insights from the international CARE project, this 
session presents practical approaches combining language learning, subject content, digital tools and mentoring. 
You will leave with ideas and materials for your multilingual primary classroom. 

Academic consultant, ELT project manager, international conference speaker, 
author. Currently affiliated with Macmillan Education, as Head ELT Consultant for 
Central & Eastern Europe and a key teacher trainer, and with The Foundation for the 
Development of Language Education, as its president. 

No Workshop    YL  Teen         

S
Grzegorz Śpiewak Stop teaching 'speaking', so to speak. Spoken 

interaction vs. spoken production in your 
language classroom.

We all claim to teach speaking — but are we always clear what kind of speaking we mean? When teachers and 
learners are unclear whether they are practising interaction or production, feedback becomes contradictory, 
confidence fragile, and expectations confused. This session argues for two explicitly separated speaking modes, 
with distinct criteria of success. You will leave with practical classroom tips and feedback strategies that make this 
crucial distinction actionable, and learner-friendly. 

Academic consultant, ELT project manager, international conference speaker, 
author. Currently affiliated with Macmillan Education, as Head ELT Consultant for 
Central & Eastern Europe and a key teacher trainer, and with The Foundation for the 
Development of Language Education, as its president. 

No Talk GEN     Teen  UNI      

S

Glenn Standish Tune In to English Songs are a great way to practise English in the classroom. Today, I will be showing you some fun, practical ways of 
using songs in the classroom, beyond simply using them in a gap-fill exercise. Of course, there will be singing 
involved (and perhaps even some dancing)…so warm up your vocal chords and come and join us for a fun-filled 
musical session!

Glenn Standish was born in New Zealand but was brought up in Saudi Arabia and the 
UK. He has taught English in Poland for 23 years and has been the Director of Studies 
at IH Toruń for the past 14 years. He is a member of the IATEFL Committee Board. No Workshop GEN  YL  Teen         
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Russell Stannard Building AI around a coursebook/Syllabus How can we integrate AI into our lessons if we have follow a book or a syllabus. In this highly practical session, 
Russell will outline his approach and then demonstrate examples of how he uses AI to extend or adapt his courses.  
Hi focus will be on looking at new ways to exploit our coursebooks through AI especially focusing on the use of 
pictures, audio, video and text. This is a talk packed with practical ideas that you can bring into your lessons 
immediately.

Russell Stannard is a multi-award-winning Educational Technologist and founder of 
www.teachertrainingvideos.com. He has more than 100,000 subscribers on his 
YouTube channel. He received awards from the British Council ELTONS, the Times 
Higher and the University of Westminster.

No Talk GEN     Teen  UNI      

S

Sea Steele & Sarah 
Smith

Using Multi-modal Texts for Visual Literacy, 
Critical Thinking & Social Justice

We’ll explore multimodal texts and learn the skills to interpret how these modes work together to shape meaning, 
emotion, and power. Using a teaching framework, participants will step into their students’ shoes during a demo 
lesson featuring a multimodal text which sparks curiosity and conversations about fairness, equity, and social 
justice. Together, we’ll discover how creative and critical engagement with multimodal texts helps students think 
critically in a complex, media-rich world!

Sea has worked as a teacher, trainer, manager, and consultant worldwide. They are co-
founder and director of eltonix, an education consultancy focused on creative 
thinking and social justice pedagogy. They hold a Master’s in Teaching (Secondary). No Workshop GEN     Teen  UNI     BE/ESP

S

Piotr Steinbrich From Chat to Chatter and Everything in Between: 
Speaking Uncovered

Despite the complexity of spoken communication, classroom practices prioritize more formal, production-oriented 
speaking tasks at the expense of other modes of communication typical of authentic settings. This talk examines 
interaction, production, and mediation as complementary dimensions of speaking and explores how they can 
inform classroom practice. It also aims to support a more balanced approach to teaching spoken English that better 
reflects the realities of contemporary communication.

Piotr is a university lecturer and teacher trainer. He's involved in both pre- and in-
service teacher training. He has co-authored a number of ELT course books for 
various leading publishers. A regular at IATEFL and other major ELT conferences. No Talk GEN               

S

Piotr Steinbrich & 
Aleksandra Skoczylas

Mission Intelligible: Pronunciation Made 
Palatable

In this hands-on workshop, we will try out a variety of classroom activities that develop different aspects of 
pronunciation. The activities range from quick, low-prep warmers to more challenging tasks, and focus on key 
processes such as noticing, reception, and production. Along the way, we will explore common pronunciation 
difficulties, working with individual sounds, connected speech, or intonation. Expect plenty of participation and 
useful ideas to take straight into the classroom.

Piotr is a university lecturer and teacher trainer. He's involved in both pre- and in-
service teacher training. He has co-authored a number of ELT course books for 
various leading publishers. A regular at IATEFL and other major ELT conferences. No Workshop GEN               

S

Katarzyna Stępniak Beyond the Scroll: Restoring Engagement 
Through Project-Based Learning

In the era of social media, students find it increasingly difficult to sustain attention, collaborate effectively and truly 
engage with learning. This session explores how Project-Based Learning can help address these challenges and 
create meaningful, collaborative learning experiences. I will share projects I have used with young learners to foster 
engagement, communication, critical thinking and curiosity about the world beyond the classroom. 

Katarzyna Stepniak is an EFL teacher, teacher trainer and academic manager with 
experience in international education and UK summer programmes. She specialises 
in Project-Based Learning and supports young people in developing real-world skills, 
curiosity, confidence and a love of learning.

No Talk GEN  YL  Teen         
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Andrzej Stęsik AI this, AI that, AI is a threat. Are we under threat? AI technology is developing incredibly fast, and we are all hearing people making predictions as to how many 
different professions it will replace humans in. Are we, teachers and trainers, also likely to lose our jobs? To answer 
this question, we need to look at three areas: the nature of language and communication, the nature of language 
learning / teaching, and what AI can and cannot do. What do you think the conclusions will be? 

Andrzej Stęsik has been involved in ELT for over 30 years as a teacher, trainer, 
consultant and manager. His interests lie in the area of teaching English in the one-to-
one context. Together with Rob Howard, he has co-authored “One to One”: an 
updated and practical guide to teaching one-to-one.

No Talk GEN               

S

Armanda Stroia From Clicks to Critical Questions: Rethinking ELT 
Materials in the Age of Digital Fast Food

How can we rethink ELT materials in an age of AI and digital fast food, where content prioritises quick gratification 
over depth and reflection? Drawing on creative examples, this session explores how small, purposeful shifts in 
media texts, tasks and tools can embed critical media literacy into everyday teaching. Discover practical micro-
design strategies that turn routine language activities into opportunities to build language fluency and digital 
citizenship. 

Armanda Stroia is an ELT educator, researcher, and teacher trainer with a Ph.D. in 
Philology and  two decades of teaching experience. She regularly delivers keynotes 
and workshops at international conferences and contributes to the global ELT 
community as a member of the IATEFL MaWSIG committee.

No Talk GEN  YL  Teen  UNI      

T

Małgorzata Tetiurka From Curriculum Requirement to Classroom 
Practice: Educational Experiences in English 
Lessons

This practical session shows how “educational experiences”, introduced in the new Polish core curriculum, can be 
implemented in English language education. It links them with the state educational policy directions for 2026/2027, 
especially curiosity, interdisciplinary learning, project work and formative feedback. Participants will explore a 
simple framework for preparing learners for independent work, defining outcomes, providing language input, giving 
feedback and built-in learner reflection.

Małgosia works at Lubelskie Samorządowe Centrum Doskonalenia Nauczycieli as an 
English teacher trainer. She supports teachers in developing practical ELT solutions, 
with a focus on learner agency, task-based learning, formative feedback, 
differentiation and meaningful English learning experiences.

No Talk GEN  YL  Teen  UNI    

T
Panagiota Theofani The Change Comes from the Inside: Cultivating 

Empathy for Connection, Engagement, and 
Positive School Culture

This highly interactive, practice-oriented workshop reframes empathy as a strategic pedagogical tool that 
strengthens teacher effectiveness, student engagement, classroom management, and positive school culture. . 
Participants will experience activities such as Omit the Obvious, Train of Words, and Blindfold Walk, which promote 
attention to both verbal and non-verbal communication cues while strengthening trust, collaboration, and team 
cohesion. 

Giota Theofani is an experienced educator, coordinator, mentor, and presenter with 
almost 30 years of teaching experience across diverse educational settings. Her 
mission is to inspire and motivate learners and colleagues alike while fostering 
meaningful collaboration and connection.

No Workshop GEN     Teen  UNI     BE/ESP

T
János Ujlaki AI with Feeling: Human-Centred AI Literacy in 

ELT
This session introduces affective AI literacy as a human-centred approach to AI in ELT. It explores how students 
respond to AI feedback emotionally and critically, then offers practical classroom tasks for reflection, feedback 
evaluation, bias awareness, prompt revision, and responsible learner agency.

He is an English and Maths teacher, working as a lecturer and teacher trainer at the 
University of Pannonia, and is also a PhD candidate. His research interests are using 
technology and AI in education. He is the president of TESOL-Hungary, and regularly 
presents at international conferences.

No Talk GEN     Teen  UNI      

U

János Ujlaki Prompting creativity: AI and creative language 
use in ELT

The session looks at how AI can support creative language use in the English classroom. Based on questionnaire 
findings from secondary EFL learners, it discusses how students see AI as a source of ideas, language support, and 
feedback, while also considering learner voice, originality, and responsible use.

He is an English and Maths teacher, working as a lecturer and teacher trainer at the 
University of Pannonia, and is also a PhD candidate. His research interests are using 
technology and AI in education. He is the president of TESOL-Hungary, and regularly 
presents at international conferences.

No Talk GEN     Teen  UNI      

V

Diana Velcheva Myth, Music and Drama: Bringing Michael 
Brunsky`s “Orpheus Show” to the EFL 
Classroom

An award-winning Bulgarian project uses music and drama to stage Michael Brunsky’s "Orpheus and Eurydice" with 
third-graders. It shows how experiential learning bridges the gap between abstract grammar and authentic 
communication.The journey includes:Vocabulary and pronunciation via Brunsky’s songs.Emotional intelligence and 
confidence via theater.Collaboration through creative teamwork.The project peaked with a live performance at an 
international youth festival in Balchik.

Diana Velcheva, an innovative English educator at "Mechtateli" School in Varna, 
pioneers drama, music, and cross-curricular learning. As a three-time BETA laureate, 
her award-winning lesson plans were featured on BNT's "Bulgarian Education and its 
White Swallows" broadcast in April 2018.

No Talk    YL            

W

Debbie West Encourage Metacognitive Teaching and Learning 
Activities, not Memorizing 

I would like to explore how to teach production activities that encourage learning and not only memorizing. How do 
we help students know how to learn things to reproduce to use at another time? I would like to discuss some ways 
we can emphasize the process of language learning through activities and not just memorizing for class. The process 
of learning leading to acquisition is a process that needs to be more present in our language production activities. 
Let’s discuss some activities together.

Having studied language, education and communication in the USA, she has always 
been curious about learning, helping others learn. She has been teaching English to 
all levels and ages in France. To give students insight into their learning, she asks how 
we can help them learn and not only memorize.

No Workshop GEN     Teen  UNI      

W

Katarzyna Wiącek First Aid Photo Kit Pictures are an irreplaceable teaching tool. Not only do they encourage discussion and students' engagement but 
also let students develop creativity while practising grammar,  vocabulary and other skills at the same time. You 
don't need thousands of pictures, you'll make do with a set of a dozen or so photos, which you'll use with different 
groups. I invite you to my practical workshop during which I’ll share ideas on how to use photos in the English 
classroom.

Katarzyna Wiącek is an English teacher, teacher trainer and materials writer. She has 
been teaching for over 20 years working with adolescents and adults. Engaging 
students in the process of learning is especially important to her. She has run 
workshops during numerous conferences. 

No Workshop GEN     Teen  UNI      
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Lucyna Wilinkiewicz-
Górniak

Creating Learning Cultures that Promote Growth, 
Engagement, and Continuous Improvement (Five 
pillars of responsive and learner-centred 
teaching)

This workshop explores how teachers can create learning cultures that promote growth, engagement, and 
continuous improvement. It focuses on five pillars of responsive teaching: ongoing needs analysis, adapting to 
learner needs, formative assessment, growth-oriented feedback, and inclusive classroom communities. 
Participants will discover practical strategies to support learner autonomy, increase engagement, and transform 
feedback from a judgement tool into a pathway for progress.

Lucyna Wilinkiewicz-Górniak is a senior lecturer at Cracow University of Economics, 
specializing in Business English and communication. A long-time IATEFL Poland 
member, she promotes innovative teaching through project-based learning and 
supports ELT professional development.

No Workshop GEN        UNI     BE/ESP
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Laura Wilkes & Haven 
Tsang

Three Steps to Creating Impactful Short Videos Want to share your expertise using short-form video without the overwhelm? In this workshop, we demystify the 
creation process using a simple three-step framework. Working with just your smartphone, you will learn how to 
capture crisp audio, frame your shots, and keep editing to an absolute minimum. By the end of the session, you will 
have mapped out a high-mileage (re)introduction video, ready to record and post afterwards.

Laura Wilkes is an Education Director turned Producer and founder of 
Communicating for Impact. After 15 years managing teacher training and global 
campaigns for major education brands, she now makes high-quality video and audio 
accessible to education leaders, experts, and innovators.

Yes Workshop GEN               

W

Mary Wong Growing Professionally though Research: 
Identifying Passions, Problems, and Potential 

This workshop encourages teachers to grow professional by considering the topics, questions, challenges and 
potential solutions when engaging in research.  The presenter highlights findings from the TESOL International 
Association’s 2023 survey report on research in TESOL, noting three research priorities, four challenges, and 
potential solutions. Participants consider their research priorities, draft potential research questions, and identify 
challenges and solutions in groups as time allows. 

Dr. Mary Shepard Wong is a three-time Fulbright Scholar, two-time Erasmus+ 
recipient, and author/editor of five books and 30+ articles and chapters. She is 
Professor Emeritus at APU (USA) and currently Professor and Director of TESOL at 
LCC International University in Klaipeda, Lithuania. 

No Workshop GEN        UNI      
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Beata Wysocka Finding Focus: Mindfulness and Self-Care for 
Teachers

Teaching is rewarding but highly demanding, often leading to burnout. This interactive session introduces practical 
mindfulness techniques specifically designed for educators. Participants will learn and do a few exercises that help 
to manage classroom stress, improve emotional regulation, and integrate brief mindful moments into their busy 
school days. Join us to discover how prioritizing your own mental well-being can create a calmer, more focused 
environment for both you and your students.

Head of studies at Early Stage. Certified mindfulness instructor, trainer, author and 
educator with more than 20 years of experience. Specializing in mental well-being, 
Beata helps educators cultivate resilience through evidence-based, practical 
mindfulness techniques.

No Workshop GEN               
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Sylwia Zabor-
Żakowska

Small-c Creativity, Mental Health, and Silence in 
the Young Learners’ English Classroom

This workshop explores the links between creativity, mental health, and silence in the Young Learners’ English 
classroom (ages 5–9). Participants will experience creativity training, reflect on the role of silence in learning and 
wellbeing, and discover practical arts-and-crafts activities addressing UNESCO’s global issues. The workshop 
promotes creative and autonomous thinking while supporting curriculum goals through a humanistic, holistic 
approach to teaching.

Sylwia Zabor-Żakowska is an English teacher, teacher trainer, author, poet, and 
painter with 25 years’ experience. She developed a creative ELT approach integrating 
arts, crafts, creativity training, and global issues. Her work promotes learners’ 
wellbeing and creative, autonomous thinking.

Yes Workshop    YL            

Z
Krzysztof Zagórski Teaching beyond language: how English can 

become a path to confidence, opportunity and 
happiness

For many learners, English is much more than a school subject. Through personal experience and a remarkable 
seven-year journey of one learner, this talk explores how language education can build confidence, expand 
opportunities and help students pursue meaningful life goals. The session will offer practical ideas for fostering long-
term motivation and personal growth through language learning. What if our greatest impact as teachers goes far 
beyond language itself?

Krzysztof Zagórski is a private English tutor with 7 years of experience in teaching and 
founder of FLOW2GROW, promoting learning through personal growth, increased 
confidence and communication skills. He holds the CELTA qualification (grade B), as 
well as C2 Proficiency in English and C1 in French.

No Talk GEN     Teen  UNI      
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Paulina Zagrobelna & 
Marta Chomicz

Can We Hear Independent Thinking? Oral Exams 
in the Age of AI

In the age of AI-assisted writing, oral end-of-semester board exams offer more than assessment: they restore trust, 
fairness and academic dialogue. We discuss how spoken exams in higher education can verify independent 
thinking, reduce uncertainty around authorship, and create space for students to explain, reflect and often reveal 
more competence than written tests allow.

Paulina sees every class as a new conversation. For her, English is more than a 
subject: it is a space where students build confidence, discover their voice and learn 
that they have something worth saying. No Talk GEN        UNI     BE/ESP

Z

Magdalena Zawadzka My way is to begin with the beginning My way is to begin with the beginning invites teachers to treat September not merely as a return to the classroom, 
but as a chance to lay the foundations for meaningful growth. Students do not become independent, strategic 
learners by accident—we need to show them the way from day one. This session explores practical ways to make 
learning visible, develop effective learning strategies, and help students understand what learning English truly 
means.

I am a teacher and teacher trainer with a special interest in art, literature, psychology 
and everything that helps people learn effectively, deeply and joyfully. 
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Dominika Zdaniewicz From unscripted to unforgettable Every teacher knows the challenge: limited materials, little preparation time, and the need to keep learners engaged. 
Yet unforgettable lessons rarely come from expensive resources or technology. They happen when creativity, 
flexibility, and a fresh perspective transform simple materials into meaningful learning experiences. Discover 
practical ways to create engaging, memorable lessons—and perhaps a little classroom magic—from almost nothing.

Dominika Zdaniewicz is an English teacher, educator, and educational project 
manager with 13+ years of experience. She works with adult learners mainly and 
manages a network of nearly 1,200 teachers at Tutore, combining teaching practice 
with learning psychology and effective communication.
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Viktoryia Zelianko Improving professional adult learners’ feedback 
skills in English: corporate case study

Adult professionals prioritize communication skills over pure language study. This session delivers a practical case 
study of designing and delivering a short-term, online corporate course module focused on improving feedback 
skills. First, I will explain how we aligned the business and actual participant expectations. The core of the talk 
breaks down how a task-based approach was used to build the skills and uncover high-utility language. Finally, I will 
evaluate the course effectiveness.

A Business English and Soft Skills Trainer in international companies. The main focus 
of my training lies in facilitating professionals to develop clear, persuasive, and 
culturally sensitive communication. In my free time I volunteer as a blog interviewer 
for the IATEFL BESIG.
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Monika Ziębakowska Attention as Lesson Currency: Designing 
Textbook Tasks That Truly Engage the Brain

In a world of constant distractions, attention has become the most valuable resource in the classroom. This 
practical workshop explores how teachers can transform ordinary textbook activities into cognitively engaging 
learning experiences. Drawing on insights from neuroscience, motivation research and classroom practice, 
participants will discover simple techniques to boost curiosity, increase participation and make learning more 
memorable. 

I am a graduate of Didactics of Foreign Languages and postgraduate studies in 
Oligofrenopedagogy. I have over 30 years of teaching experience. Currently Apart 
from teaching,  I hold the position of Director of Studies.  I am aslo an acredited and 
certified neurolanguage coach. 
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Z Patrycja Zientarska Exams are not the finish line. They are stepping 
stones.

Exams are often seen as stressful and unreliable measures of students' abilities. I offer a different perspective. 
Based on my teaching experience, I believe exams are powerful learning tools. Beyond developing language skills, 
they help learners build confidence, resilience, time and stress management, and problem-solving skills. As 

I am an English teacher, Cambridge Speaking Examiner, Positive Discipline trainer, 
and language school owner with 15+ years of experience. I help learners build 
confidence through engaging, learner-centred teaching and see Cambridge exams as 
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