Dear IATEFL Poland friends and colleagues,

| am very sorry that | cannot be with you at this year’s conference. Family
commitments are keeping me away, but | didn’t want the conference to
pass without saying a proper goodbye.

After 32 years of volunteering for IATEFL Poland, this feels like quite a big
moment.

When | joined the association all those years ago, | certainly did not
imagine how much of my life it would become. Over the years, | have had
the opportunity to take on many different roles:

e Young Learners’ SIG Coordinator,

e Regional Representative for Upper Silesia,
e Autonomous Learning SIG Coordinator,

e Vice-President, President, and finally

e Liaison Officer.

Each role was different, and each taught me something. But more
importantly, each brought me into contact with wonderful people —
colleagues who became friends, people | learned from, worked with,
travelled with, disagreed with, laughed with and shared countless
conference moments with.

Looking back, I realise that IATEFL Poland has given me much more than
professional opportunities. It has been a place where | have grown, both
professionally and personally. It has connected me with teachers and
teacher educators in Poland and around the world and given me
opportunities that | would probably never have had otherwise.

And then there was my final role as Liaison Officer. | think this was
probably the role that suited me best — and perhaps the one where | felt |
was able to give something particularly useful to the association. | loved
building and maintaining relationships with our partner associations,
finding ways to cooperate and, most of all, connecting people. It felt like a
very natural fit for me, and | have thoroughly enjoyed doing it.



But time goes by, and everything changes. | have reached a point where |
feel professionally fulfilled and where | can say, quite happily, “I think |
have done my bit.”

There are also other things | would like to do in my life — things | have
been thinking about for quite a while but never quite managed to find the
time and space for. So this is not really about closing a door. It is about
opening a few new ones.

| am leaving my official roles with IATEFL Poland, but | am certainly not
leaving the people. | hope | will still see many of you at conferences,
workshops, over coffee or simply somewhere along the way. And knowing
IATEFL, | am sure there will always be someone saying, “Marta, could you
just...?” — so perhaps | shouldn’t make any promises about complete
retirement!

| want to thank all of you who have been part of my IATEFL journey —
those | have worked with over many years and those | have met only
recently. Thank you for your trust, your friendship, your support, your
ideas and, sometimes, your patience.

IATEFL Poland has been a very important part of my life for 32 years. | am
proud to have been part of it, grateful for everything it has given me, and
very happy to leave it in the hands of the next generation of volunteers.

| wish IATEFL Poland continued growth, new ideas, good people and many
more successful conferences.

And to all of you: thank you for the memories, the friendships and the
journey.

| hope to see you somewhere down the road.
With very warm wishes,

Marta Bujakowska



